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Each year, with great pleasure, Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar releases a
souvenir centered around a unique theme to commemorate its Annual State
Convention (Assam). This year, our theme is “Contribution of Civilians in Border

Security.” It is a matter of pride and privilege for me, that the organization has entrusted
the responsibility of being the Editor of the souvenir “Seemanta’24”.

“The border of a country is just like the mother’s attire; its protection is the primary duty
of every child.” Inspired by this quote from Pitamaha Bhisma in the Mahabharata, Seemanta
Chetana Mancha Purvottar is raising awareness about safeguarding our national borders
by fostering patriotism and nationalism. The Mancha is dedicated to the comprehensive
development of the economic, cultural, social, and educational status of villagers living in
international border areas. It is also committed to enhance skills and supports livelihood
development, thereby economically empowering individuals and fostering self-reliance among
those residing in international border areas.

We firmly believe that border security and national security are not solely the
responsibilities of our military or administration; every citizen plays a crucial role in
safeguarding the nation. Our history is rich with countless unsung heroes who selflessly
sacrificed their lives to protect our country and its people. We honour those brave souls who
were the backbone of the freedom movement. These heroes raised awareness about citizens’
rights and the power they held. It is because of these courageous children of our Motherland,
Bharat, that we have flourished into a free nation, liberated from colonizers and injustice.
Inspired by this thought, we have chosen this year’s theme to pay tribute to these unsung
heroes and to bring their stories to light for our fellow countrymen. Their legacy is a testament
to the enduring spirit of patriotism and the collective strength of our people. By sharing their
stories, we hope to inspire a new generation to continue their legacy of bravery and sacrifice.

As Editor, I want to express my deepest gratitude to the advisor and the entire Editorial
team for their exceptional contributions, dedication, and constant guidance in selecting the
writers and the topics in consonance with theme of the souvenir and ensuring that every
detail of the souvenir meets the highest standards.

I deeply appreciate all the esteemed scholars and writers who generously shared their
time and expertise, enriching the souvenir with their knowledge and insights. I also extend
my heartfelt thanks to the dignitaries who graciously provided their goodwill messages for
the publication. Your encouragement and support will undoubtedly inspire our karyakartas
and well-wishers.

Lastly I convey my sincere thanks to all the advertisers who have come forward to help us
in bringing out this Souvenir on our extremely important topic of national importance.

On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am delighted to present this Souvenir, hoping it will
captivate our readers and supporters, offering a profound understanding of the remarkable
sacrifices of those unsung heroes who have shaped our Nation. It is our hope that this
compilation will not only illuminate the extraordinary endeavours of these valiant individuals
but also inspire a deep sense of gratitude and reverence for their unheralded contributions.
Let us collectively pay homage to these courageous souls and extend our heartfelt salutations
in recognition of their unyielding dedication and sacrifices for our Motherland, Bharat.
Through this commemorative effort, we would like to honour their legacy and perpetuate
their remarkable stories for generations to come.

“BHARAT MATA KI JAY”
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Border Security and National  Security has now become a movement for the comprehensive
management of our motherland Bharat. Here, the Civilians have to play a tremendous role in  internal
security in general and external security in more particular. The protection and development of border
areas, hence are getting paramount importance for a country.

Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar has been endeavouring a lot to create awareness among the
people living in international border areas of entire North East. It is a registered socio-cultural organization
working for the welfare of border dwellers. "Vyakti Nirman to Rashtra Nirman" with this great ideas, the
organization proceed various plans, programs, seminars, meetings, exhibitions, societal activities, cultural
events, sports, village meetings, charities etc. for promoting the feeling of Patriotism and Nationalism.

Apart from fixed annual activities of Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar, it has some specific services
to those people of border area for their better upliftment.

Mostly, five international borders i.e. Bangaladesh, Bhutan, China, Mynmar and Nepal are linked
with North -East region. The following picture depicts the state wise length of international border of

North Eastern region.

Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar :
Achievements & Endeavours

Dr. Binita Bhagawati

State International Border

Bangladesh Bhutan China Myanmar Nepal Total length

Arunachal Pradesh 217 km 1080 km 520 km 1817 km

Assam 263 km 267 km 530 km

Manipur 598 km 598 km

Meghalaya 443 km 443 km

Mizoram 318 km 510 km 828 km

Nagaland 215 km 215 km

Sikkim 32 km 220 km 98 km 350 km

Tripura 856 km 856 km

Total 1880 516 1300 1843 98 km 5637 km

Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar maintains
strong dedication for safe and secured international
border areas with the highest order of peace, amity
and infrastructure development. Under the ageis
of Seema Jagaran Manch formed at Jodhpur in 1985,

Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottor has given
thrust for all round development of the villegers
staying in the international border areas since its
inception. The main concentration at the begining
was to prevent illegal immigration, cattle smuggling,
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human trafficking and any other antinational
activities. Those sensitive issues are more or less
being solved day by day. In this writting an analysis
of the organization may be made for future works
and planning.

Analysis of Seemanta Chetana Mancha
Purvottar :
• The organization has initiated a unique

celebration of Raksha Bandhan at different places
of international border districts by tying 'Rakhi'
in the hands of the soldiers and officers who are
staying away from their families. This program
created an emotional bonding between the
armed forces and the people living in the border
areas.

• With the dedication of our Karyakartas by
observing fixed calander events, a spontaneous
feeling towards our nation and a sense of
patriotism have been developed among the mass
people involved in the same mission.

• Apart from the fixed programs, the organization
devoted to spot immediate works for rendering
their services in time of unhappening situation.
In time of Covid-19, lockdown period, the
members of the organization took great initiative
through awareness campaigns and senitization
program. They also distrdibuted food packets to
the villagers and served the Covid warriors i.e.
police personnal, the health workers etc. by
providing tea, snacks, water bottle etc.
      Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar
extended their helping hands to different flood
affected areas and distributed relief items at
remotest villages even to the devastated Dima
Hasao District. All our Karjyakarta believes that
'Service to men is service to God'. This great
attitude developed in them may be the result of
team work of Seemanta Chetana Mancha
Purvottar.

• Organizing pre-recruitment coaching camp (of
seven days) for both boys and girls of border areas

in the age group of 18-25 years are also a positive
step. Here, the officials and Jawans from
Sashastra Seema Bal and Border Security Force
provide the physical training to the participants
in order to prepare them for recruitment in
security forces. It is heartening to note that some
of the participants (boys and girls) coming from
border areas had joined in security forces and
posted at different places all over India. For
implementing Central Govt. Agnipath Scheme,
Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar had taken
initiative in various districts of Assam and got
fruitful results. The deserving candidates were
trained systematically with the helping hand of
Armed Force at different places.

• Online coaching cum training program for Judicial
Service Examination was also done as a part of
educational activities. In this program the
students from entire North-East states were
participated. This is one of the impact of
Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar upon the
student community without any discrimination.

• One very regular activity of Seemanta Chetana
Mancha Purvottar is Khelkud or sports meet. In
every year, the organization initiated Kreeda
pratijogita at the border districts with the
participation of players residing in 0-20
Kelometers away from International Border areas.
Again, the identified raw talents of border districts
are assimilated in State Level Kreeda Mahotsov
organised by the respective State committee. This
Kreeda activities are the unique example of
success story of Seemanta Chetana Mancha
Purvottar ing maintain peace and harmony,
discipline and fraternity, freindship and feeling
of oneness among the youths belong to different
communities.

• Another special program "Sarhad Ko Swaranjali"
for the people of international borders also help
in developing Patriotism and Nationalism which
is the inner moto of Seemanta Chetana Mancha
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Purvottar.
• To create awareness and also the kdnowledge

about the borders "Seema Darshan Yatra" are
arranged and the tourists of various level
attracted with this program and able to know
about the organization, it's vision and Mission.

• In order to bring societal change, Seemanta
Chetana Mancha Purvottar celebrate World
Environment Day, Yoga Day, Gau Mata Sewa on
the occasion of Buddha Purnima, Balidano ko
shradhanjali Karyacram, Vijay Diwas etc. which
have long run affect upon the society.

• To unite the students community, there are some
probodhan programs on the topic 'Border
Security, National security and Role of Civilians'.
Awareness program, show of exhibition on
border related issues, Students Meet among
those students  coming from different Border
districts, educational activities are also important
steps of Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar.
Here the students are able to communicate or
interact with some great influencing
personalities.

• Yearly two/three Seema Chintan Baithaks are held
with the participation of senior Karyakarta for
future planning and action. It is another
motivating force of the organization to unite and
activate our members.

• National Institute of Border Studies (NIBS) has
been formed with the initiative of Seemanta
Chetana Mancha Purvottar with an objective  of
resolving problems and issues of Indian citizens
staying in the border villages. The main thrust of
the institution is doing depth studies and research
on border related issues. National Institute of
Border Studies (NIBS) had recently organised an
interactive session on "Seema ka vishay par

Charcha" in prerence of Hon'ble Governors of
Assam and also made the interaction with the
educationists, professors, teachers and students
coming from different institutions.

• Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar publication
has taken another great initiative by publishing
one translated book in assamese, originaly
written by Prasant Pol in Hindi version named  "Oh
Pondhra Din" a tragic history in time of
Independence i.e. from 1st August to 15th August
of 1947.

• In every year Seemanta Chetana Mancha
Purvottar has been organizing State Convention
for two days. In this convention all Karjyakarta of
state committee, District committees, Sahayak
Nagar committees along with the Karjyakartas of
Nagar/ Sector committees who have the respective
charges have participated. The special invitees
invited from the state committee are also taken
part in various session. The convention is held in
Indo- Bangladesh or Indo-Bhutan international
border district alternatively in every year.

• The theme song of Seemanta Chetana Mancha
Purvottar, "Sarhad Tujhe Pranam" written by
'Nanduji' one Senior prasarak of Rastriya Swayam
Sewak Sangha greatly  inspire and forward to all.
The theme song is also the basis of Patriotism
and at present,  it is tried to spread the feelings
of the song among the coming generation in a
combined mode i.e. 'Song with action' (Nritya
Bhangima). The endeavour will help to strengthen
the inner spirit of Nationalism and Patriotism.

The continuing efforts and activities of
Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar  are directed
to create a conducive atmosphere in the border
villages. Hence, the members are also committed
to work for the Nation with dedication.

Writer- President, Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar, Assam State Committee & Rtd. Principal, K.K.Handique Govt. Sanskrit College
and was Trainer Associate of Capacity Building of Women Manager in Higher Education. Her various articles published in different

Journals (National and International) and she was awarded Best Educationist award for outstanding achievement in the field of Education
from International Institute of Education & Management, New Delhi.

The border of the Country is like the Mother’s attire. Its protection is the primary duty of every child.
- Pitamah Bhisma
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Contribution Of Civilians In Border Security

On Indian Land Borders

The border population plays a pivotal role in

maintaining and enhancing border security

measures. The individuals who reside in close

proximity to India’s borders are uniquely

positioned to contribute to the overall security

infrastructure.

Through this article, we assessed

significance of the border population and their

valuable contributions to border security,

including their role as a valuable source of

information, their ability to act as additional eyes

and ears for border guarding forces, their

contribution to the security infrastructure, and

the importance of addressing socio-economic

influences in border regions.

India’s land borders exceed 15,107 km which

it shares with seven countries . India land border

runs through 92 districts in 17 states and a

coastline of 5,422.6 kms touching 12 states and

Union Territories (UTs). According to our Prime

Minister Sri Narendra Modi India also has a total

Contribution Of Civilians In Border Security On
Indian Land Borders

 Brig. Hemanta  Mahajan, YSM

of 1,300 islands accounting for 2,094 kms of

additional coastline.The breakdown of the

length of India’s land borders with its neighbours

is as under:-

* Bangladesh - 4,096.7 km.

* Bhutan - 699 km.

* Tibbat (China) - 3,488 km .

* Myanmar - 1,643 km .

* Nepal - 1,751 km .

* Pakistan - 3,323 km .

* Afganistan-106km.

Due to the enemity of India’s neighbours, the

country’s internal security challenges are

inextricably linked with border guarding. Also,

the challenge of coping with long-standing

territorial and boundary disputes with China and

Pakistan, combined with porous borders along

some of the most difficult terrain in the world,

has made effective and efficient border guarding

mandatory.

The following aspects are being covered in

this article:-

·Challenges At Borders
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• Border Population As First Lin Of Defence

• Territorial Army(TA) for Employment for

Border Areas

• Contribution Of Civilians On Indo China

Border

• Vibrant Village  Programme On Northern

Borders

• Contribution Of Civilians In Guarding Indo

Myanmar Border

• Contribution Of Civilians In Guarding

Bangladesh Border

Challenges At Borders :

External threats to India’s security are not the

only border guarding issue. Other threats and

challenges have also emerged. These are:-

* Increased cross-border terrorism on the Pak

borders.

* Infiltration and ex-filtration of armed militants

on the eastern borders.

* Nexus between narcotics and arms

smugglers.

* Illegal migrations on Bangladesh borders.

* Left-wing extremism.

* Separatist movements aided and abetted by

Pak & China.

* Establishment of madrasas & mosques along

the border.

Smugglers, drug-traff ickers and

fundamentalist, terrorists are often in league

with local criminals, lower rung political leaders

and police functionaries. Such a situation

exacerbates the challenges of border guarding.

Poor border guarding inevitably leads to a

volatile internal security situation.

Following are suggestions that will improve

border guarding :-

• Expedite erection of border fences on Indo -

Pak and Indo -Bangladesh borders.

• Better technology for surveillance of borders.

• Introduction of multipurpose identity cards

scheme at least in border districts in 20 kms

belt.

• The Border Guarding Forces need to be

under a separate Ministry of Internal Security

as MHA is over loaded with multi fold

organizations and functions.

The role and contribution of civilians in border

security, especially along India’s diverse and

extensive borders, can be significant and

multifaceted. Here’s how civilians can contribute

effectively.

Border Population As First Lin Of Defence :

Living in close proximity to the border, the

border population possesses first-hand

knowledge of the region, detect any suspicious

activities, smuggling attempts, or potential

security threats. Through their close

engagement with law enforcement /security

agencies, they enhance situational awareness

and aid in intelligence gathering along the

border. Their observations and reports provide

critical inputs to security forces, assisting in the

detection and prevention of illegal border

crossings.

Furthermore, the border population’s

familiarity with the local terrain, crossing points,

and regular patterns of movement enables them

to act as additional eyes and ears for border

guarding forces.

With their understanding of the border region

and criminal modus operandi, they can identify

unusual or suspicious activities that might
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otherwise go unnoticed. By establishing strong

relationships with the local population, law

enforcement agencies gain their trust and

encourage prompt reporting of any signs of illicit

border activities, effectively strengthening

border security efforts.

Beyond their role in information sharing, they

play a crucial role in disseminating important

safety messages, promoting awareness

campaigns, and facilitating cooperation among

various stakeholders involved in border security.

By fostering a collaborative relationship with the

border population, law enforcement agencies

can tap into their local networks and community

influence, creating a more robust security

infrastructure.

Socio-economic conditions significantly

influence the security situation in border regions.

Economic disparities and limited opportunities

in these areas create an environment conducive

to criminal activities such as drug trafficking,

human smuggling, and illegal trade.

It is essential for governments to address

these underlying socio-economic issues to

reduce the incentives for engaging in illicit

activities. By investing in the development of

border communities and providing better

education, healthcare, and employment

opportunities, governments can effectively

enhance overall border security.

Effective government policies can improve

their involvement. Using their valuable

knowledge and perspectives, coupled with

adequate engagement, trust-building, and

socio-economic support, increases their

potential contributions to situational awareness,

information sharing, and community

cooperation.

Recognizing the border population as vital

partners in the security process and actively

involving them in decision-making can lead to

more efficient and successful border security

initiatives.

Territorial Army(TA) for Employment for

Border Areas :

After Independence, the responsibility for

border security fell  on Indian Army , which was

limited in number. To address this, a decision

was made to maintain a lean standing army

supplemented by a robust part-time reserve

component. This initiative led to the

establishment of the Territorial Army (TA).

The TA serves as a secondary line of defense

alongside the regular Indian Army. The concept

emphasizes the holistic understanding and

constructive utilization of public participation in

the nation’s security apparatus.

The underlying rationale for forming a part-

time force comprising ordinary citizens is to

create a sizable pool of reserves for deployment

during high-threat scenarios, while remaining

cost-effective and sustainable during periods of

low threat or peace. This approach offers

several advantages, including cost efficiency,

the establishment and availability of trained

reserves, facilitating interaction between

security forces and the civilian population, and

maintaining local area knowledge even when

troops are not actively deployed.

Contribution Of Civilians On Indo China

Border :
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The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has

seized 108 gold bars on 08 Jul24, each weighing

one kilogram, near the China border in Ladakh.

This is the biggest consignment of gold seized

in recent years near the Indo-China border.

The smuggled gold is worth Rs 70 crore and

two people, Tenzing Targe and Shering

Chamba, have been arrested by the border

guarding force.

Here are some ways in which civilians are

contributing and can contribute:

Vibrant Village  Programme On Northern

Borders :

The local population which was staying near

the border had vacated border villages, due to

many reasons. The govt is now working on

vibrant village programme to repopulate the

border areas.

Government has approved Vibrant Villages

Programme (VVP) as a Centrally Sponsored

Scheme on 15 th February,2023  for 

comprehensive development of the select

villages in 46 blocks in 19 districts of abutting

northern border in the States of  Arunachal

Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim,

Uttarakhand and UT of Ladakh.

The programme envisages focused areas of

interventions in the select villages for creation

of opportunities for livelihood generation through

promotion of tourism & cultural heritage, skill

development & entrepreneurship and

development of cooperative societies including

agriculture/horticulture, cultivation of medicinal

plants/herbs etc. the interventions also include

providing road connectivity to unconnected

villages, housing & village infrastructures,

energy including renewable energy, television

& telecom connectivity. The objective of the

programme is to create sufficient incentives for

people to stay on in the selected villages.

Select villages in blocks abutting northern

border in Kinnaur and Lahul & Spiti districts of

Himachal Pradesh have been covered under

VVP. Select villages in blocks abutting northern

border in Chamoli, Uttarkashi and Rudraprayag

districts have also been covered under VVP.

This programme must be made full use of to

settle civilian population  in the border area

where they will act as ears and eyes of the

Indian Army.

Community-Based Surveillance:

Establish community-based surveillance

teams comprising local residents living in border

villages and towns.

Train these teams to identify and report

unusual movements, the presence of

unauthorized individuals, and any other

suspicious activities along the border areas.

Provide the teams with basic communication

equipment and establish direct reporting

channels with the nearest border guarding

forces.

Infrastructural Support :

Involve local communities in the maintenance

and upkeep of border infrastructure, such as

border roads, fencing, and outposts.

Encourage the communities to report any

damage or tampering of the infrastructure to the

authorities, ensuring its continuous functionality.

Facilitate the participation of local labor in the

construction and repair of border infrastructure,
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fostering a sense of ownership and

responsibility.

Information Sharing and Intelligence

Gathering :

Organize regular interactions and

consultations between the border communities,

local administration, and security agencies to

facilitate the exchange of information.

Train the local residents to identify and report

suspicious activities, including the movement

of unauthorized individuals, vehicles, or

equipment.

Establish dedicated communication

channels, such as hotlines or mobile apps, to

enable quick reporting of security-related

concerns by the civilian population.

Border Tourism and Awareness:

Develop community-based border tourism

initiatives that allow controlled and regulated

access to the border regions.

Educate the local population and visitors

about the importance of border security, the role

of border guarding forces, and the need for

vigilance.

Encourage the local communities to act as

ambassadors, promoting awareness and

fostering a sense of ownership in the security

of the border areas.

Livelihood and Economic Development :

Implement livelihood support programs and

economic development initiatives in the border

regions to improve the socio-economic

conditions of the local population.

Provide alternative employment opportunities

and reduce the dependency of the communities

on activities that may compromise border

security.

Empower the local population and enhance

their stake in the security and stability of the

border areas.

By leveraging the active participation and

cooperation of local civilian communities, the

border guarding forces can enhance their

situational awareness, improve intelligence

gathering, and strengthen the overall security

framework along the India-China border region.

Contribution Of Civilians In Guarding Indo

Myanmar Border :

Here are some ways in which civilians are

contributing and can contribute:

Vigilance and Reporting :

Establish community watch programs where

local residents collaborate with border guarding

forces. Train volunteers to recognize and report

suspicious movements, unauthorized crossings,

and activities indicative of illegal border

crossings or smuggling.

Encourage civilians to use mobile phones

equipped with cameras to document and report

suspicious activities. This can include

movements of unfamiliar individuals or groups,

unusual vehicle movements, or any signs of

illegal crossings.

Communication and Coordination :

Create easy-to-access communication

channels (hotlines, apps, or dedicated websites)

where civilians can promptly report suspicious

activities to border guarding forces. Ensure

these channels are secure and confidential to

encourage reporting.



19

Hold regular meetings between border

guarding officials and local communities to

exchange information, discuss security

concerns, and update residents on recent

developments or threats.

Training and Awareness :

Conduct training sessions for local residents

on how to identify suspicious activities and the

correct procedures for reporting them. Provide

basic knowledge on border security protocols

and the importance of their role in maintaining

national security.

Raise awareness among local communities

about the consequences of illegal activities such

as smuggling, human trafficking, and cross-

border terrorism. Empower them with

knowledge about how their vigilance can

contribute to preventing such activities.

Support in Intelligence Gathering :

Tap into the local knowledge and networks

of civilians living along the border. They often

have valuable insights into community

dynamics, local terrain, and potential smuggling

routes that can aid intelligence gathering efforts.

Encourage civilians to share any pertinent

information they may come across through their

networks or daily activities. This could include

gossip, rumors, or unusual behavior observed

in border areas.

Community Policing Initiatives :

Establish committees or groups within local

communities dedicated to border security.

These groups can work closely with border

guarding forces, acting as liaisons and

amplifying the effectiveness of security

measures.

Depending on the security situation and local

capabilities, civilians could assist in patrolling

certain areas under the supervision of border

guarding forces. This presence can act as a

deterrent to illicit activities.

Infrastructure and Logistics Support :

Engage civilians in the upkeep of border

infrastructure such as roads, fences, and

surveillance equipment. This ensures that

physical barriers remain effective in deterring

illegal crossings.

Provide logistical support to border guarding

forces, such as offering accommodations,

supplies, or transportation during operations or

emergencies.

Legal and Administrative Support :

 Assist in administrative tasks related to

border management, such as documenting

border crossings, verifying identities, or ensuring

compliance with local regulations.

By involving civilians in these ways, border

guarding forces can leverage local knowledge,

enhance surveillance capabilities, and foster a

sense of shared responsibility for border

security. This collaboration is essential for

effectively monitoring and responding to security

threats along the India-Myanmar border region,

ultimately bolstering national security efforts.

Contribution Of Civilians Along Bangladesh

Border :

Every year, security forces apprehend

thousands of illegal Bangladeshi and Rohingyas

within India. Shockingly, many illegal

Bangladeshi immigrants even managed to cast

votes in the recent Lok Sabha elections. This

ongoing influx of illegal Bangladeshi migrants
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persists unchecked, particularly along the West

Bengal-Bangladesh border. Rather than curbing

this illegal migration, government agencies and

the police in West Bengal are accused of

facilitating and perpetuating it.

Civilians living in border areas can act as

eyes and ears for security forces. They can

report suspicious activities, movements of

unauthorized persons, and smuggling attempts

to the authorities.

Establishing community watch programs

where local residents collaborate with security

agencies can enhance surveillance and

deterrence along the border.

Local civilians often have crucial local

knowledge that can aid in intelligence gathering,

such as information on local networks involved

in illegal activities.

Civilians can assist in the maintenance and

development of infrastructure that aids border

security, such as roads, communication

networks, and border outposts.

Role of Civilians In Guarding Nepal Bhutan

Border :

The participation of civilians in border security

is vital, especially along India’s borders with

Nepal and Bhutan. Civilian involvement can

greatly aid border guarding forces in monitoring

and reporting suspicious activities. Here are

several ways civilians in border areas can

contribute:

Civilians can act as additional eyes and ears

on the ground, observing activities along the

border and promptly reporting anything unusual

or suspicious to the authorities.

Establishing channels for civilians to share

information with border guarding forces, such

as dedicated hotlines, online portals, or

community meetings, can facilitate quick

dissemination of critical information.

Educating local communities about the

importance of border security and encouraging

them to be vigilant can help create a proactive

approach towards safeguarding the border.

In some cases, civilians can assist border

guards by participating in community patrols or

neighborhood watch programs, providing

support in monitoring border areas.

Setting up simple early warning systems,

such as signal flags or sirens in remote areas,

can help alert both civilians and authorities to

potential security threats.

Encouraging collaboration between civilians,

local law enforcement agencies, and border

guarding forces can enhance coordination and

effectiveness in monitoring border activities.

Providing basic training to civilians on

identifying suspicious activities, emergency

response procedures, and the importance of

border security can empower them to contribute

more effectively.

By engaging civilians in these ways, border

guarding forces can strengthen their capabilities

in monitoring and securing the borders with

Nepal and Bhutan, ultimately enhancing

national security.

Conclusion :

It must be understood that there are a

significant number of subversive elements,

particularly along the West Bengal-Bangladesh

border. This includes individuals within the local
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population, local political leaders, government

officials, and even some members of the

security forces. These individuals need to be

identified and punished in accordance with the

laws of the land. Smuggling has unfortunately

become a way of life along both the Bangladesh

and Myanmar borders.

The border population in India holds an

indispensable position in ensuring effective

border security. Their unique perspective, local

insights, and cooperation provide law

enforcement agencies with invaluable support

in securing borders, preventing illegal activities,

and safeguarding the well-being of both the

border population and the larger community.

By recognizing the border population as a

critical stakeholder and actively engaging them

in the security process, India can enhance its

border security efforts, contributing to a safer

and more secure environment for all.



Brig. Hemant Mahajan, YSM (Retd.) Passionate writer on National Security relates issues. He also Msc., Mphil in
deference studies. He joined IMA in Dehradun in July, 1973 and passed out as a commisonate officer on 15th June

1975. He was commisonate into 7th Martha light infantry.
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On a dark night, a man walks hurriedly through
the desert. He feels very restless, but his determined
stride suggests that he is ready to tackle even the
toughest of tasks. After walking in the desert for
two days, the shoes he bought from Vav are now
causing more pain because they are filled with salty,
Pakistani sand. Wearing a tightly wrapped cloth belt,
with a cartridge belt slung from his right shoulder
to his left waist, he looks as eager as a newlywed
bride walking to her in-laws’ house wearing a
‘Ramnam’ scarf. With the same enthusiasm,
RanchhodbhaiSavabhaiNogas is treading on Paki-
stani soil today. The red, neatly tied turban on his
head is swaying in rhythm with his steps. Both pock-
ets of his khaki outfit are buttoned up. Today, even
the buttons up to his collar are fastened to prevent
sand from getting inside. The thick, black mustache
on his face symbolizes his bravery. His sharp and
piercing eyes quickly grasp many things. One hand
frequently touches his gun and mustache.

Ranchhodbhai originally hails from Vasarda vil-
lage in VavTaluka (currently Suigam), but he settled
in his maternal uncle’s village, Limbala. By profes-
sion, he is a livestock keeper. He is used to walking

A Shining Pearl in the Desert Sand

 Kantilal Rupabhai Parmar

a lot while grazing his animals. Constantly walking
on dusty paths, he started recognizing people’s foot-
prints with his keen eyes. Gradually, he began to
identify whether a person was walking hurriedly or
patiently, carrying weight or empty-handed, and
whether the walk was genuine or fake. While the
sheep and goats grazed, RanchhodBapu would ob-
serve, and thus, gaining knowledge in this manner
became a routine for him. Moreover, our region is
dry and often faces drought every few years. Dur-
ing such times, livestock keepers would take their
animals to areas with water for four to six months.
Before and after independence, it was common to
travel from Vav-Tharad to Sindh. To reach Sindh, one
had to cross the desert. By crossing the desert in
this way, Ranchhodji became so knowledgeable
about the desert that he became known as a
‘Bhomia’ (a local expert). He became very knowl-
edgeable about the directions in the desert and the
sand dunes that appear there.

In such a dark night, BhittnaDhora, near the bor-
der, the war is spreading in the desert. A constant
thought in his mind is how to save his turn. This is
the turn that has crossed into Pakistan from the
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shores of small battles in Gujarat. The importance
of Indian history and the changing map of South
Asia, this is the 1971 war. Near BhittnaDhora, when
Pakistani soldiers were in one section and Indian
soldiers were in the valley, night fell. In the open
battlefield, when vehicles moved, Pakistani artillery
fired, creating a dire situation. At that moment, our
troops took cover, had discussions with Captain
Sadhu Singh, and with secret code numbers, Ran
Chod Bhai entered the hot battlefield with a fierce
spirit.

In the village beside BhittnaDhora, slowly,
Rannchhod Bhai entered. After seeing many court-
yards, he chose one where two camels were tied,
and the caretaker was resting comfortably. Quietly
entering the courtyard, he tied the camels’ reins
with a rope hanging from the camels’ necks. Then,
taking the camels, he left quietly. Even the camels
communicated in the language of animals, ensur-
ing their cooperation without making any noise, and
they left the village with Gaji. Taking the camels,
Gaji reached the Indian camp at the border, where
a sentry asked him a code. He responded, “Ganga
Jamna,” was then taken inside. The camp’s com-
mander was alerted about the situation. Upon as-
sessing the situation, the Indian Army requested air
support. A message came from Jamnagar Airport
that the first light of the sun would fall, meaning
that help would arrive with warplanes, so be ready
and face the challenge ahead.

Pagi Ji set out towards BhittnaDhora, leading
both of his camels loaded with ammunition towards
the border. In the dark night, he safely reached the
eyes of the Pakistanis, and arrived at BhittnaDhora.
Upon joining the artillery, our soldiers received new
ammunition. Amidst preparations to complete an-
other round, a Pakistani artillery shell landed on a
loaded camel. One camel was lost, sacrificed for

India. A wounded camel and Rannchhod Bhai then
arrived at BhittnaDhora. Rannchhod Bhai’s loyal
companion, who had been with him for a lifetime,
was lost in the battle of 1971.

With the rising sun, the Indian Air Force began
its roar, initiating bombing over the trapped soldiers
at BhittnaDhora. Indian forces dropped bombs with
white smoke to mark their presence. Many Paki-
stani soldiers were killed, and BhittnaDhora fell into
our control.

**********
Three to four years ago, a film titled “Bhaag

Milkha Bhaag” was released, a story that resonates
with Pagi’s life, named “The Shining Gem of the
Sands: Rannchhod Bhai Pagi.”

Rannchhod Bhai, originally from Vasarada in
SooigamTaluka, ventured into the lands of Pakistan
with his family, goats, and many camels before the
independence of Vasarada. Facing difficult times,
the family and cattle went to Pakistan, where they
were granted freedom but faced harsh governance.
The family settled in a region under Bathodiya con-
trol, where they lived with their family.

Rannchhod Bhai humbly stated that they do not
believe in sacrificing a goat as they do not consider
it part of their kuldevi’s share, so they will not offer
a goat. The police, who were often bribed, did not
listen, even when a Hindu did not offer it. The po-
lice dishonored the family, including Rannchod Ji’s
mother. Rannchod Ji assessed the situation and said,
“Sir, today is the festival of Mal, which means you
will get a goat today, but tomorrow evening, so you
will get a goat.” The police officers and others ac-
companying them then escorted the Pagi family to
the police station to demand a goat.

Rannchhod Bhai expressed that the situation had
become such that they had come to this dire state,
and what we see will unfold, instilling confidence
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in the distressed Pagi family to encircle them.
The flames of anger ignited in Pagi’s mind but

he managed to keep his composure and took charge
of all the arrangements. He first directed towards
the border, instructing to quickly cross the border
and reach India. With fresh independence, the bor-
der was open, allowing for easy movement back and
forth. On the other side, the police gave a deadline
to either go back or get what they wanted within a
day. Pagi began organizing his belongings. In the
dark of night, Ran Chod Bhai rode a water-laden
camel across the border to the village of Limbada,
his uncle’s village. Upon arrival, he informed his
uncle that he would not stay in Pakistan anymore.
His uncle arranged for him to live in Limbada vil-
lage.

Rannchod Bhai slowly approached Gadhda-
Pethapura village, nearing as time passed. In the
evening, the police party remembered that they
were supposed to bring Rann Chod Bhai’s circle to-
day. Has it been done yet? At the eighth hour of
the day, three police officers reached Rann Chod
Bhai. He sat on a broken cot under a big tree. In
one section of the courtyard, two huts were set up.
A police officer asked, “Where is the goat?” Pagi
calmly replied, “Look, I will bring it to you.” A police
officer went with Pagi towards two people sitting
near the broken cot. After a while, Pagi turned
around with empty hands and said, “I couldn’t catch
the goat, neither can you.”

A few minutes later, gunfire echoed from the rifle
on the anaj-filled grain storage, where Rann Chod
Bhai arrived with three guns and 98 cartridges, se-
curing the Indian border. He entered through the
Limbadiya Bet gate on the road. He was stopped by
the first Indian checkpoint near Raghanseda, where
he was asked to surrender three rifles and 98 car-
tridges. After handing them over, he was allowed

to proceed. Later, he stayed at his uncle’s village in
Limbada.

**********
The preparations for the 1971 war were in full

swing. Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw led the ad-
vance for the war. Keeping an eye on the battles at
both the Indian borders, their attention was on the
valor of Rann Chod Bhai, who received the order,
“Call Pagi,” to be taken by helicopter from Suigam
in the afternoon.

Pagibapu traveled from the western border of
India to reach Dhaka in East India. Dhaka, which was
once a place rich in history, is now the capital of a
new country called Bangladesh. The celebration in
Dhaka was marked by a grand party where non-veg
food was served.

One of the special features of this party was that
Field Marshal had a meal with a civilian, which was
a unique event in his life. In Dhaka, Rancho bhai
had stayed for 15 days. Once, while traveling in a
helicopter with the Field Marshal, they talked about
getting off the helicopter midway, landing on the
ground, taking the jump, and quickly boarding the
helicopter again. The pilot was amazed at this plan,
as it was something very unusual.

What is the bag in his hand for? In other words,
by saying this, he meant that he himself must now
hold the bag close to the bagger to see in it. Hold-
ing two large rotis made of bajri flour and a few
dungaliyagathiyas in his hands, he said, “Oh, where
is the bagger?” Then he chased the Bagger at that
time. The Indian army soldiers burst into laughter.

During the last days of his life, Field Marshal
Sham Maneck had held a stick with four lion-shaped
figures clasped in his hands, which Pagibapu re-
membered fondly.

**********
In 1952, RanchhodbhaiLimbala decided to live a
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peaceful life. He got a job as a government bagger
at the Sui Gam police station. He had a great love
for trees, even uprooting trees from ponds. He was
a devotee of Lord Shiva.

In 1965, for their son’s wedding, they had to go
to the market to buy a bullock cart. They went to
the market sitting in a bullock cart. At that time, a
military jeep stopped in front of their house, caus-
ing a commotion. The sound of the engine of the
cart could be heard as it went through the village
and people ran to see these carts, which rarely came
in the village.

A young man in military uniform came down and
spoke in a very soft tone, “Where is Pagiji?” The
people at home said that he had gone, meaning he
had gone to buy ‘vora’ (which means to make a good
purchase). The military jeep raised a cloud of dust
and arrived at Vav. From the market of Vav, PagiBapu

was searched and found, and he told his relatives:
“Mother India needs me. I am going, you take care
of the boys well.” By doing his duty for the country,
he gave the country the first place...

**********
Years went by and in January 2013, PagiBapu was

living to a ripe old age. They were in this world when
I met them face to face. Despite their old age, their
sharpness remained the same. At the end of their
life, senior officials of Banaskantha district attended
and gave them the title of ‘Guard of Honor’. The
Central government also honored them with three
awards in exchange for their military service. The
Indian Army has given the title of ‘Ranchodbhai’ to
Pillar No. 990, which is now posted there. The de-
scendants of Ranchodbhai still live in peace in
Limbala village today. The whole Limbala village
takes pride in the name of Ranchodbhai.


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National Security today has a very vast
connotation.It no more remains confines to the
territorial integrity and the land/ maritime
boundaries. It is a very comprehensive domain,
where, culture, language, tradition, humanity,
politics, economy, diplomacy, cyber and many more
aspects are included. Every part of the domain need
to be safeguarded, protected, enhanced and
projected to ensure your legitimate position in the
comity of Nation in the world.

It’s therefore imperative that we know what all
is needed from each citizen of the country. Everyone
of us have a role and duty to ensure our National
Pride and Dignity is always at its zenith.

The normally believed notion that Armed Forces
are responsible for the National Security definitely
needs a review. It’s right time, when our dear
‘Bharat’ is on a path of progress, development and
is taking its rightful place in the hierarchy of nations
in the world, that we educate and enlighten our
citizens about their contribution to the Nation
building and in safeguarding the sovereignty and
integrity of the Nation. This is the onerous duty of
each and everyone of us.

NATIONAL SECURITY AND ROLE OF CITIZENS

Lt Gen VK Chaturvedi PVSM AVSM SM (G)
Veteran

The progress of a nation greatly depends on its
people. Every citizen is obligated to abide by the
law & order of the nation, as well as perform their
duties as a responsible citizen to maintain
harmonious co-existence and take the nation
forward.

In our Bharat, our constitution guarantees it’s
citizens with fundamental rights. However, the
duties are part of the directive principles, which are
guiding. The purpose is to make sure that everything
is equally divided in creating a better nation.
However,as was expected by the Constitution
makers that every citizen will carry out its onerous
duties as defined in the directive principles has not
happened. The fundamental rights are being
demanded without being a good citizen and abiding
with the duties laid down in the Article 51 of our
Constitution. Therefore, it’s time that we highlight
the duties of every citizen as an Indian.

The Directive Principles of State Policy serve as
guidance for how the government and the policy
makers should draft laws. Although the principles
upon which these provisions, outlined in Part IV of
the Constitution as based are not enforceable by
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the courts.
Fundamental Duties assert that all citizens have

a moral duty to foster a sense of patriotism and to
uphold the unity of India. These obligations, which
are listed in Part IV-A of the Constitution, affect both
people and the country. These are however only
desired obligations.

How can Citizens take part in ensuring the
security of our Nation. It is strongly felt that until
each and every citizen of the country carries out
it’s duties to the Nation and society, the Nation
cannot be secured. This is what Netaji,the great son
of Bharat aspired when he raised the Mahila
Battalion as part of the ‘Azad Hind Fauj’. He was
convinced that until each and every citizen of the
country is involved in safeguarding it’s integrity the
Nation cannot be secured. We can’t leave 50% of
our population out of the National Security
apparatus. This is the ideal which needs to be
embedded in each and every citizen of the country.

Citizens can contribute by following socially
acceptable behaviour and morally correct actions.
These do not need to be included in the
constitution, rather it should be followed out of a
pure sense of ethically and morally right notions.

Following are a few responsibilities/ duties that
every citizen must take up as a measure to bring
about a change in the society and awareness
amongst all that everyone of us has a job to do:-
Focus on Education :

Despite our limited resources, the Central
Government and State Governments continuously
work to improve the education sector by investing
in infrastructure, offering financial aid (scholarships
and stipends), and other programs. We must ensure
these are legitimately utilised. Students must
prioritize their education and make adequate use
of the benefits provided to them. The officials

serving in the education sector, also need to do their
duty honestly and ethically to ensure the youth get
a proper education. Education plays a vital role in
shaping an individual and the nation as a whole.
Being a just and honest person is essential for being
a responsible citizen.
Contributions to curb climate change :

Climate change has emerged as one of the most
important global issues as a result of negligent
human activities. As one of the world’s most
biodiversity-rich nations, our government has
developed several strategies to safeguard and
conserve the country’s natural resources. The nation
is home to a number of indigenous species of both
flora and wildlife. We need to preserve our
environment and biodiversity. Some negative
actions have accelerated climate change and led to
a decline in (or extinction of) many species. As
responsible citizens, we must step forward to spread
awareness about these issues and discourage the
unethical practices in this regard. As a good citizen
we should maintain environmental cleanliness by
not littering, spitting, or otherwise polluting the
environment.
Abiding by the law and order :

Following the rules and regulations formulated
by the lawmakers make it easier to maintain safety,
security, peace and harmony in the community.
These laws are not only to be abided by the common
citizens but by everyone included in the
administration as well. From following safety
protocols under traffic management to sporting an
appropriate dress code when visiting an
administrative office, or showing discipline in
school/office etc, are principles which allow
everyone to mitigate conflicts in the public and
private sectors. We also cannot indulge in burning
or damaging government property like buses etc as
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these are our own. A law-abiding citizen becomes a
responsible citizen who contributes to social
progress and maintains fairness and peace in
society.
Citizens are obligated to contribute towards the
betterment of the Nation :

This is our Nation, our identity where our future
generations will prosper must be well understood
by each one of us. Therefore, we have certain
responsibilities to perform andconduct morally and
ethically in the interest of the Nation. It is the prime
responsibility of every citizen to be self-righteous
and act fairly without the need to be educated on
moral grounds. As someone once rightly said – “Be
the change that you wish to see in the world”.
• To promote harmony, goodwill and

brotherhood amongst all its citizens, must be
the key. We are all Bhartiya should be the only
Mantra to ensure unity in diversity.

• We need to value, preserve and take pride in
the rich heritage, culture and traditions of our
country. Our festivals,our language, our food
habits,our dresses, our folk & music are our
own, take pride and adopt them with grace and
Sanctity.

• To develop scientific temperament, humanism
and create a place for oneself in the world.
Innovate and develop the new technologies to
make the life better.

• To strive towards excellence in all fields,
including research, technology, culture, ethics,
morals, sports, diplomacy, politics,economy and
many more. Try hard, work hard and never give
up should be the motto. Whatever we do
whatever we speak, it must be for the Nation.

The feeling of “RashtraPratham” must be
inculcated in every citizen. This will provide the
sense of pride, dignity and elegance when we
do anything.

• We must inculcate in every citizen that they
belong to Bharat which has a glorious past, rich
heritage and culture. No citizen can let the
country down.

• The national security is the responsibility of
each and every citizen. Therefore, the have to
contribute with all their might in making the
Nation proud. This could be done in the field of
academics, diplomacy, military, economy, food
security, power energy,water, cyber, satellite
communication, technology or any other field.
Where ever you are,put in your best. You must
work for the Nation,to achieve perfection.

• Sky is not the limit. We are capable of attaining
many more glories.

• National security in present day context has
very wide ramifications. It’s the duty of every
citizen to ensure that our Bharat remains safe,
secured, peaceful and moves ahead towards
progress and wellbeing of each and every
Bhartiya.

• We need to take pride in our history, culture,
heritage and ethics and morals. We have a
glorious past, we learn from it and add glory to
our future. Have role models in life and emulate
their sacrifice and commitment and love for the
Nation.

• Bharat is destined to rise, Bharat is destined to
lead the world through it’s knowledge, wisdom,
goodwill and brotherhood. We need to play our
part well.



Writer- Lt Gen VK Chaturvedi PVSM AVSM SM.
 A veteran Army officer, defence expert and a regular guest speaker at many reputed Colleges and Institutions.
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Many Arunachali old timers recall the 1962 Sino-
India war with fear and anger. Being a border state
with China, Arunachal Pradesh bore the brunt of
Chinese attack and Chinese forces entered deep into
Arunachal along many axes namely Tawang-
Bomdila-Rupa, Taksing-Limeking, Mechuka/
Manigong-Tato, Gelling-Tuting and Kibithoo-Walong
Axes. Though the Chinese forces penetrated without
major opposition in many axes, many fierce battles
were fought by few units and small groups of
soldiers. However, most readers are not aware of
the active role played by many local citizens of
Arunachal Pradesh in support of the Army and
nation for defence against Chinese aggression. One
such story is the bravery and sacrifice of Late Eda
Moyong.

Late Eda Moyong was born around 1910 in Sibuk
village (Adi Pasi) of present Upper Siang District of
Arunachal Pradesh. His father was Late Nakep
Moyong. Eda Moyong was an enterprising man and
worked hard to do well in life. Considering his
acumen and wisdom Eda Moyong was appointed
by the Government as a Political Interpreter (PI) in
1951. Political Interpreters were appointed by the
State Government to act as a liaison with native

villagers and to deliver the governments orders/
messages. They
were also
entrusted to
settle local
d i s p u t e s
between various
clans, villages,
communities etc.

Eda Moyong
was posted at
Tuting as Political
Interpreter in
1957. Tuting is
located just 20
km from the
India-China border in Siang division. Being a Political
Interpreter (PI), Late Eda Moyong carried out his
duties diligently, conducted many public meetings
and resolved disputes between communities, clans
and family members.

In the meantime, tension between India and
China was building up along the borders. Indian
army and supporting administration were ordered
to start preparations for any possible conflict with
China. During those days the Sino-India border was

ARUNACHALI HEROES OF 1962 WAR:
LATE EDA MOYONG

 Mahanta Panging
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manned by Assam Rifles units. Towards such
preparations for any possible conflict with China,
Late Eda Moyong was detailed to escort an Assam
Rifles party for the reconnaissance and construction
of a strategic helipad at a remote location near the
border. There was no road connectivity with the
helipad location and the location could be reached
after 3-4 days foot march from Tuting along difficult
terrain, high altitudes and dense jungles.

About one month before the Sino-India War of
1962, in September 1962, Late Eda Moyong
escorted the Assam rifles team for reconnaissance
and construction of a strategic helipad. After
arduous foot march in difficult terrain, dense jungles
and high altitude, the party reached the selected
site after 3-4 days. After reaching the helipad site,
Eda Moyong fell sick and was advised to return back
for medical care. Being a patriotic Indian, Eda
Moyong ignored the advice and stayed back to
complete the assigned task. However, his condition
worsened and Eda Moyong died while performing
his duties during the trip between 20th September
to 28th September 1962. Unable to carry his body
back in the treacherous mountainous terrain, Eda
Moyong was buried in the jungles of the remote area.

The Government authorities heard about the
demise of Late Eda Moyong during the important
mission and an official condolence was issued by
the government on 28 September 1962.

Later after the demise of Eda Moyong, his family
shifted to Debing village of East Siang District of

Arunachal Pradesh. Late Eda
Moyong is survived by his 3
sons Otum Moyong, Olem
Moyong and Goli Moyong in
Debing village.

Later, the family members
approached the govt on many
occasions to recognize the
contributions of Late Eda
Moyong in the defence of the
nation against Chinese
aggression. The family and clan
members requested for Late
Eda Moyong to be recognized
as a martyr who laid down his
life in service of the nation.
However, till date the official
recognition has not been granted.

Very few soldiers hailing from Arunachal Pradesh
took part in the 1962 Sino-India war. However there
are many common Arunachali citizens who took
active part in helping our Army and in preparing
defence infrastructure against Chinese aggression.
While the army was ordered to withdraw at many
locations, common Arunachali citizens stayed back
to face the Chinese aggressors. It is time that the
nation recognizes these brave citizens who have
contributed and sacrificed their lives in the defense
of the nation. Patriots like Late Eda Moyong need to
be recognized and honored.

Writer- Group Captain (Rtd) Mohonto Panging Pao, Vayu Sena Medal is a retired Sukhoi-30 Flghter Pilot settled in Pasighat,
Arunachal Pradesh. He has taken part in Kargil Operations, Operation Parakram and Activation after Mumbai Terror

Attacks. He is also an Enterpreneur, Social Worker, Writer and Columnist


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This age-old Sanskrit Shloka tells us that there is
no other greater or holier task than to protect the
nation and no other greater sacrifice than serving
for the benefit of the nation. However, serving the
nation does not imply fighting the enemy soldiers
by joining the armed forces or any of the
paramilitary organizations. It can be achieved by all
citizens in different ways through indirect
contributions.

National Security is the safekeeping of the nation
as a whole.  It is the business of protecting the nation
and its people from attacks and external dangers.
Hence, it affects not only the nation’s Defence Policy,
but Foreign, Commerce, Trade and other policies
as well. Threats to the nation’s security can creep
in from across the borders through land, sea or air.
No doubt, the Border Security Management of our
country is of the highest order. However, there are

CONTRIBUTION OF CIVILIANS IN NATIONAL SECURITY
(WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO BORDER SECURITY)

Mrs. Mallika Gangakhedkar

challenges which even the best of the systems can
face. The primary significance of a nation’s border
management is to ensure national security by
preventing  illegal activities like terrorism,
smuggling, and illegal immigration.
Challenges involved in Border Management -

Efficient border management ensures that
legitimate goods and people flow smoothly across
the borders, reducing trade barriers, and enhancing
economic opportunities. This is a Herculean task and
calls for round-the-clock vigilance on the part of the
Border Security employees. Be it the Border Security
Force or The Indian Coast Guard, the workmen are
expected to render their duties with high level of
vigilance and utmost integrity and devotion.
However, India faces several border challenges due
to its diverse geography, historical conflicts and
political tensions with its neighbouring countries.

India has approx. 15000 km long land border and
7500 km coastal border. Some of the borders are
porous in nature, giving easy scope to illegal
immigration.  According to a report from Indian
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Ministry of Home Affairs, around 2000 Bangladeshis
enter India illegally every day.  There have been
more than 3000 ceasefire violations by Pakistan
along the LOC in Jammu and Kashmir alone so far.
Further, the India-Pakistan border has perpetually
been a breeding ground for terrorism. As per one
United Nations Office report on Drugs and Crime,
around 33% of the world’s heroin comes from
Afghanistan and is smuggled through the India-
Myanmar border.  India’s 3488 km long border with
China has always been a constant source of tension
between the two countries.

Other challenges in border management are
extreme weather conditions, improper
infrastructure in difficult terrains, poor and
underdeveloped villages and in adequate
connectivity and networking facilities.
Consequently, security threats, border conflicts, loss
of territory and economic losses due to smuggling
and illegal trade flourish in these areas.
Addressing the Challenges –

Round-the-clock surveillance with the aid of
modern technology, cameras, sensors and drones
to monitor the movements of people and goods,
has been an effective tool.  Additional security staff
and trained border patrolling persons armed with
latest technological equipment, have also eased the
problem some what. Improved coordination
between various bodies involved in border
management, such as customs, immigration and law
enforcement agencies,prove to be a boon for
addressing the challenges.  Construction of
integrated check-posts to facilitate trade and easy,
unhindered movement of traders is another step
in the right direction. Improved internet and wi-fi
connectivity have made social accessibility a real-
time possibility during the last few years.

However, despite all the right steps taken by the
Central and State Governments to strengthen the
border management needs, yet the task of 24/7/365
vigilance and monitoring is a daunting process.
Without cooperation from the general public,
border management staff cannot undertake their
responsibilities with ease.  The safety and security
of the general public requires contribution from the
general public themselves. This contribution of the
general public towards national security, more
specifically in border security, can be in various
forms.  In the forefront are the technological
contributions from certain leading indigenised
enterprises and industries.

Indian Technological Innovations to support
Defence and Aerospace sectors-
 Coastal Radar System by Bharat Electronics

Limited – This System has several software
features of commands and controls and
monitoring activities.  It has Real-time reception
and processing of track data from all the sensor
stations and display throughcameras. The System
includes Audio and Video Alarms. Coastal Radar
System provides a holistic Maritime Surveillance
to detect, track, identify and monitor suspected
threats. It helps in the detection and monitoring
of Vessel traffic, Intruders, Terrorist Threats,
Illegal fishing, Smuggling and Illegal immigration.
Bharat Electronics Limited’s Coastal Radar System
is so effective that it is deployed even by foreign
countries such as Mauritius Police Department
and Seychelles Government. (Reference: bel-
india.in/prod)

 iDEX (innovations for Defence Excellence) – This
is an ecosystem to foster innovation and
technology development by Indian units in
Defence and Aerospace.  It engages innovators
and entrepreneurs to deliver technologically
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advanced solutions for modernising Indian
Military.  The aim is to involve Indian industries
including MSMEs, start-ups, individual
innovators, R&D institutes and certain academia
by providing grants and funds to carry out R&D
functions that can result in future adoptions by
the Indian Defence and Aerospace sectors.
iDEXhas also launched Defence India Startup
Challenge (DISC) to enable the Startups, MSMEs
and individual innovators to create prototypes
and solutions in the area of National Defence and
Security. It has so far received more than 8500+
applications, of which 4000+ have been
shortlisted, with more than Rs.450 crores grant
approved. (Ref: https://idex.gov.in)

  IIT Madras Centre of Excellence + DRDO on
Advanced Defence Technologies–Indian
Institute of Technology Madras is operating a
Research Centre jointly with Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO) to
develop advanced research programs to address
the nation’s security needs. This has enabled the
collaboration and development of Atmanirbhar
technologies to meet the critical needs of the
country.  It includes Electronics and
Computational Systems, Naval Technologies,
Advanced Combat Vehicle Technologies, High
Power CW Laser Sources and Next-gen
Communication and Networking Technologies.

 Integrated Air Command and Control System
(IACCS) – This is a military command and control
system that integrates various air defence
systems, sensors and weapon systems to provide
a unified air defence operation.  This system
enables air defence commanders to detect,
identify and engage air-borne threats such as
aircraft, missiles and unmanned aerial vehicles.

This project is executed by Bharat Electronics
Limited.

 ISRO satellites for military applications. -  GPS
Aided Geo Augmented Navigation (GAGAN) is
one project of ISRO which provides navigation
solutions on the Indian subcontinent and in the
Indian Ocean region.
The above are just a few of the entities working

for the benefit of the Defence sector. There are
many more such organisations dealing with Defence
technology for improving the security of the nation.
Contributions by the Common folk –

Notwithstanding the fact that several
government and non-government bodies are
involved in the security factors of the country as
enumerated above, most of the intelligence
agencies heavily rely on human intelligence
provided by the local population.  People living in
border areas especially, have unique insights and
understanding of the border region.  They can easily
identify unusual or suspicious activities and criminal
operations, which otherwise may go unnoticed.  The
potential of the border population can be tapped
and enhanced by providing them with adequate
training, good education and healthcare facilities.

The Indian Army has conducted several
community engagement programs to build trust
and rapport with the local population.  Operation
Sadbhavana launched by the Indian Army in
February, 2023 is a classic example of empowering
the local border population in Ladakh. Operation
‘Sankalp’and Operation ‘Madad’ launched by the
Indian Navy have ensured the safety of several
Indian shipswith disaster relief and rescue
operations.These measures have instilled
confidence in the local population.  With this
goodwill, these locals, especially the fishermen
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tribe, have come forward to report to the Indian
Coast Guard information about illegal fishing
activities of neighbouring countries inside the Indian
Zone. Suspicious movements, drug trafficking cases
and contraband smuggling have also been reported
by them.

In one such incident, the Gujarat ATS received a
tip-off from some local fishermen in April, 2024 that
five men were trying to smuggle in narcotics
through the sea route, by hiring an Indian fishing
boat.  The Indian Coast Guard, the Narcotics Control
Bureau and the Gujarat Anti-Terrorist Squad
launched a joint operation to apprehend the
offenders.  They succeeded in seizing 173 kg
narcotics off Porbandar coast. (Ref: https://
indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/173-
kg-narcotics-seized-in-massive-op-off-porbandar-
coast-5-detained-9297826/lite/Indian Express dated
30th April, 2024)

In another incident, Indian Coast Guard
apprehended 15 Myanmarese for poaching of sea
cucumbers (marine creatures important for
ecological balance) in Indian Exclusive Economic
Zone waters in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
This was possible due to a tipoff by Indian fishermen
who could identify the dinghy boats of the
Myanmarese fishermen.  This was in Dec., 2019.
(Ref: https://www.newindianexpress.com/amp/
story/states/tami l -nadu/2019/Dec/28/15-
myanmarese-poachers-apprehended-by-coast-
guards-near-andaman-and-nicobar-2082202.
htmlnewindian -express. com of 29th Dec., 2019)

Several tipoffs in Manipur, Tripura, Assam and
other border areas by the local public have helped
in nabbing many immigrants from Bangladesh and
Myanmar.  In a unique case, based on a tipoff about
the presence of a suspected Bangladeshi near
LilongKeithel (in Imphal), a team of Lilong police

rushed to the area and conducted an ILP (Inner Line
Permit) verification drive in October, 2022.  During
the drive, the team detained one man from a scrap
dealer shop. He was identified as a Bangladeshi.
What was peculiar about this case was that this man
was already arrested previously in April, 2021 for
possessing an invalid passport which had expired
four years earlier.  He was jailed in April, 2021 and
was released in February, 2022. He has been jailed
again now.  The tipoff was possible by the local
public due to the different style of Bengali language
spoken by the immigrant. (Ref: Imphal Free Press
Bureau, October 20, 2022)

As recent as July 4, 2024, Tripura Police detained
seven Rohingya nationals, including two infant girls,
who were on their way to Hyderabad by a night bus.
They had entered Tripura illegally with the help of
touts at the Indo-Bangla border. They were
apprehended following a tipoff.

Acting on a tipoff, a combined team of Manipur
Police and Assam Rifles conducted a search
operation in Kotlien area in Imphal.  The search led
to the recovery of several arms and ammunition
illegally possessed by unscrupulous elements. (Ref:
Chronicle News Service, July 5, 2024 e-pao.net/
GP.asp)

In Bareilly (Uttar Pradesh), a man rented a house
and was living alone.  The landlord, unfortunately,
did not verify his background, nor was any ID proof
taken.  After a period of 5 months, a few neighbors
noticed his movements to be fishy and suspicious.
When the police personnel were informed and they
brought him to the police station for questioning,
it was revealed that he was an ISIS Agent.  He was
planning something big against the Trishul Airbase
in the city.  Fortunately, the neighbors alerted the
police well in time and a major disaster was averted.
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In two other incidents in Hatta Golapati region
in Imphal, raids carried out by authorized volunteers
resulted in capturing 10 suspicious men and women
on June 20 last month and 15 men and women on
June 29. These people who were allegedly dealing
in drugs, were caught from different beauty parlors,
spas and saloons.  The owners of these beauty
parlors and spas have been advised to close their
businesses.

As per latest information of 10th July, 2024, ITBP
(Indo-Tibetan Border Police) seized 108 gold bars,
each weighing one kilogram, (total 108 kilos) near
India-China border in Ladakh.  Besides the huge
quantity of smuggled gold, ITBP also seized from
the smugglers two mobile phones, one binocular,
two knives and several Chinese food items.  The
smugglers tried to escape on mules when they were
caught. (Ref: economictimes.com – 10th July, 2024)
Other Contributions by Civilians -

With increase in the number of illegal immigrants
trying to enter India through the North East states,
the student wings in Manipur and Assam have set
up many ‘Vigil’ groups and Joint Task Force groups
at check posts established along the National
Highways.  This has helped in restricting the entry
of immigrants considerably.

Among other civilians’ contribution to national
security, we have people who serve the servers.
Several Indian doctors have rushed to treat the
injured soldiers at the battle grounds.  We also have
many trained engineers from the civilian category
who have helped to build good roads on hilly
terrains, build railways and bridges, as also tunnels
to enable the regiments to move across with ease.
There are private individuals who supply light weight
shoes, uniforms, oxygen cylinders and other
necessities needed by the soldiers, at subsidized
rates.

Retired army personnel have been giving
motivational talks on social media to create
awareness among the general public to work
towards improving India’s security.

There are organizations too which have
undertaken the task of educating and training the
youth in participation of projects beneficial to the
nation’s security. Young people are taught self-
defence techniques and combat strategies.

In Mumbai there is an organization known as
Tarpan, which gives shelter and training to orphans
who have completed the age of 18.  Most
orphanages cater to children only upto the age of
18. After 18, they are told to fend for themselves.
With no place to go, these boys and girls who have
not yet settled down in life, take up illegal activities
under some ‘gangs’ and become potential terrorists.
Tarpan in Mumbai has provided shelter to more
than 1200 ‘adult’ children so far and trained them
in vocational courses. A few have joined the police
force and some have become nurses, tailors etc.

Another organization SEED in Chennai takes care
of children whose parents are both in jail, sentenced
for lifetime imprisonment, or one parent in jail and
the other is either dead or absconding. It is a
residential institution and the children’s total
development is taken care of.This organization is the
fruit of one-man efforts, namely of Mr. Palanisamy.
It was established in 1982.  It takes care of about
300 children and operates from 3 centers on the
outskirts of Chennai city.
Suggestions for enhanced contribution by
civilians–
 Conduct awareness drives to encourage local

public to report any untoward act of any
suspicious nature;

 Appropriate training should be given to people
of different age groups for self-defence and arms
handling even in non-border states;
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 Summer camps can be held for school and
college going students to teach them difference
between normal and suspicious behavior of
neighborhood people.

  Special programs may be held to instill
awareness and vigilance consciousness in the
minds of the public, especially those living in
border areas.

 Include ‘contribution to nation’s security’ as a
compulsory subject in schools and colleges;

 Wide publicity to be given to people helping in
catching unscrupulous elements;

 Many Movies and TV serials may be made to
arouse patriotic fervor among the general public.

 Celebrities may be called for giving motivational
talks on importance of national security. (They
should volunteer to give the talks free of cost).

Conclusion –
The National Security of a country is determined

by its internal stability and geopolitical interests.
Any threat to internal stability is a threat to all the
citizens.  Hence, it becomes the primary duty of
everyone to strive for the safety and security of all
our brethren.  If this thought can be etched in the
minds of all the Indians and if all our citizens behave
in a responsible manner, India’s goals for National
Security can easily be achieved by all the 140 crores
of Indians.

Mrs. Mallika Kishore Gangakhedkar
 Retired as Chief Manager from Bank of India.“Post Retirement  - Teaching as Visiting Faculty in different Manage-
ment Institutions for MBA students and Working Professionals on Banking and Finance.“Also, Teaching Soft Skills in
different Organizations including Banks and Insurance companies. “Suo moto taken up the study of India's Cultural
Heritage and Management Concepts from our Epics. Delivered lectures on the same in different platforms.


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When we think about the contribution of
civilians in our national security then nobody, or any
group of people can come closer to an organisation
which has stood strong and undeterred on each and
every occasion whether it relates to external threat
or internal conflict. Every small incident or disaster
may lead to internal disturbance which may
culminate as a threat to National Security. In our
neighbouring country Bangladesh an issue of
reservation in government jobs for freedom fighters
has turned into widespread violence and a threat
for national security. Bangladesh is lucky in the sense
that it is surrounded by a friendly country that is
India, which has neither history of attacking any
neighbour nor of taking benefit of internal strife of
its neighbours. Another example is Sri Lanka where
India helped their government to tide over their
internal problem by providing help in kind as well
as by sharing intelligence. India is not that lucky like
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh as we are having two
inimical countries sitting on our head who have
attacked us many times.

The organisation which I am talking about has
proved its commitment for national security many
times. Whenever and wherever there is a disaster
in our country whether natural or man-made, this

THE WORLD'S BIGGEST CIVILIAN ORGANIZATION AND
NATIONAL SECURITY

 Pradeep Kumar, IPS (Rtd.)

organisation swings in action within a very short
time to save the life and property of individuals
taking high risks of their own health, wealth and
lives. Such an organisation has no parallel in the
entire world. The members of this organisation are
neither government servants nor are they working
for any personal benefit. Their actions are purely
voluntary and they take pride in saving and serving
the people of our country without any
discrimination based on caste, creed, class, religion
or region. It is a matter of pride for every Indian
that this organisation is gaining strength with
passage of time for almost a century now. There is
no example of such committed, sincere, devoted
and selfless deshbhakts anywhere on the earth.
Though from time to time this organisation has
faced tough times and was even banned thrice since
its Inception, but it never succumbed to pressures
and came out with more vigour and strength. The
organisation deserves the highest respect for the
fact that it has lost hundreds of its volunteers while
serving the society and the nation. Today this
organisation namely Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, which started in 1925 by Dr Keshav Ram
Balram Hedgewar, has more than one crore
volunteers out of which thousands are those who
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have devoted their entire life in the service of our
Nation and its people. If I start writing the good
works of RSS it will take many years to complete
the task. It is impossible for anyone to even count
the good works performed by the organisation since
its inception. The in-exhaustible list of works include
some remarkable actions by RSS by deploying
thousands of Swayamsevaks for shifting victims to
relief camps, maintenance of relief camps,
distribution of essential food items and clothes,
disposal of dead bodies with full rituals, providing
security to the victims and supporting the security
forces during conflict situations etc. A few examples
where RSS did remarkably exemplary work are given
here with-

1. Bihar famine 1966
2. Cyclone in Andhra and Tamil Nadu in 1977
3. Floods in Rajasthan in 1977, 1979 and 1981
4. Floods in Delhi in 1978
5. Machchu Dam breach in Morvi in 1979
6. Assam riots of 1983
7. Bhopal gas tragedy of 1984
8. Dry spell in Gujarat in 1987 and 1988
9. Earthquake in Uttarkashi in 1991
10. Earthquake in Latur 1993
I will talk about a few actions taken by the RSS

on the borders in the National interest. Today
Jammu and Kashmir is part of India and everybody
knows that it is because of the  quick decision of
Shri Vallabhbhai Patel to send the Indian Army to
Srinagar on 27th October 1947. The letter of
Accession was signed by Maharaja Hari Singh on 26
October 1947 and he requested the Indian
Government to urgently send the Army to protect
his Empire. By the time the Government of India
decided to send the Army, it was already dark and
it was not possible to fly the planes as there was no

night landing facility at Budgaon Airport of Srinagar.
At that time hundreds of volunteers of RSS gathered
at Budgaon, lined up on both sides of the air strip
with mashals, so that the aircraft pilots could see
the air strip in case they reached Budgaon in the
night itself. When the first Dakota aircraft reached
Srinagar Airport, it took 2-3 rounds over the airport
looking at hundreds of persons below. The direction
to the pilot from Delhi was that if the airport is
already under the enemy's occupation- don't land.
The Pilot wanted to ensure whether the airport was
under the control of Kabalis(tribal raiders from
Pakistan) or with the people of Kashmir. After the
pilot confirmed that these were Sangh volunteers
then he decided to land. After the Indian Army
reached Srinagar, the so-called "First Kashmir War"
continued for almost 14 months before a ceasefire
was declared. The Sangh volunteers kept the supply
chain open for our forces.

Partition of India- In July 1947 it was certain that
India will be divided into two parts before granting
Independence and hence huge movement of
people was taking place. There were large scale
riots, looting, kidnapping in Punjab and Bengal. In
Punjab the situation was precarious as Hindu and
Sikh villages were attacked, houses burnt, males
killed, women/ children were kidnapped and raped.
At that time almost all the political leaders left the
disturbed area of Sindh, Lahore and other major
towns of the Punjab which were likely to be part of
Pakistan. It was only the volunteers of RSS who were
involved in not only extending the security to Hindus
and Sikhs but were also providing shelter to them,
developing and maintaining the relief camps,
providing food, water, and most important- the
security. The situation was extremely difficult and
at that time the then RSS SARSANGHCHALAK Shri
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Madhav Golwalkar (Guruji) decided to visit Sindh
for 4 days from 5th August 1947. At 1:00 p.m. on
5th October, Guruji landed at Sindh airport and
hundreds of Swayamsevaks welcomed him with
loud cries of "Bharat mata ki Jai". For the next four
days the fearlessness and courage shown by Guruji
and accompanying Swayamsevaks has no parallel
in the history of our country. Guruji visited relief
camps and talked to the inmates and told them that
all possible actions will be taken to defend them.
His humanitarian nature was proved when he
shifted Muslims who were under attack to the
muslim relief camps and ensured that no innocent
person was killed whatever may be his faith. In Sindh
and surrounding areas about 85 Swayamsevaks lost
their life while providing security to relief camps and
colonies. Such a selfless sacrifice is not seen
anywhere in history. We salute and pay tributes to
these brave Swayamsevaks of RSS.

The good work done by RSS Swayamsevaks
during 1962 Chinese aggression and 1971 war with
Pakistan can be assessed by the fact that the then
Prime Ministers recognised their services by openly
praising the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. In 1963
the then Prime Minister of India Sri Jawaharlal

Nehru, who banned RSS earlier, was so impressed
with the role played by RSS in 1962 Chinese
aggression that he invited RSS to participate in the
Republic Day Parade. Though it was not a military
parade in 1963 because of national emergency but
presence of about 3000 volunteers of RSS in the
Republic Day parade was a true recognition of the
services of RSS in the 1962 war. Similarly after the
1971 war, Mrs Indira Gandhi, the then Prime
Minister of India praised the great service
performed by RSS. One swayamsevak also lost his
life while working with BSF during the 1971 war.
The Sangh also fully supported the decisions of Mrs
Gandhi, during the 1971 war and also celebrated
liberation of Bangladesh. Mrs Gandhi as a gesture
sent Shri Rajiv Gandhi, his son, to meet the RSS chief
to convey her gratitude.

We are happy that the Government of India has
lifted the ban imposed in 1966 on Government
servants to participate in the activities of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh. This step by the Government
of India is in the right direction as RSS is a non-
political, socioeconomic nationalist organisation
working to promote an idea of upholding Indian
culture and its civilizational values.

SRI PRDEEP KUMAR,  IPS and Retd. DGP,(HG & CD), Assam


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ROLE OF CITIZEN IN NATIONAL SECURITY

 Krishnan Subramany
Every citizen is bound by law that he should

ensure the Security of the Nation which has given
him the privilege and rights to enjoy freedom in the
country as a citizen. He is blessed to be a Citizen of
Bharat i.e. India.

Destiny of a Nation is built on the Character of
its citizens and every citizen should work to
empower our Nation.

Countries Iike Norway, Germany and many other
nations have every one of their children born, of
either sex, and upon reaching a certain age, have
to undergo training in Armed Forces. I wonder why
our Country does not have this necessary binding
from our future voting citizens?

Thus, we have, unfortunately, civilians, meaning
those who are not in armed forces, Police etc. Being
a County of only 75 years, and with all sorts of
hurdles among us, like language, religion, culture
etc., it is difficult to run a country without problems.

What can civilians do to ensure and contribute
to National Security. Every one of us is born with
ability to see, hear, and our intuition points out that
something is wrong.

Civilians should be made aware who to approach
if he or she finds any untoward happening in the
area they live in or the place of work.

All civilians have been brainwashed, specially by
medias and movies; that police and other wearers
of uniform are pressured by the politicians and

afraid that their observation of any incident will go
unattended and will get no proper answer from
authorities.

Armed forces have cantonement or quarters
where a body can be approached and impart what
the civilian has observed.

1. Airports nearby :
There is always hutments close to the airports.

We should build a network of communication which
will enable us if there is any nefarious activity. There
are many foreigners visiting India and many of them
do take pictures which might be "spying?

There are many Bangladeshis near King's Circle
station (their language is different from Bengali of
Kolkata). They are also found in Santacruz near Old
Airport.

2. Seaports :
Dockyards are made with many entrances and

exits. They are filled with containers and ships
unload many boxes. They contain many items
imported for improvement of companies and in turn
the Nation itself. But they may contain items
detrimental to our life itself e.g.: guns, bombs etc.,
or even counterfeit money, I am not sure, but it
seems the demonetisation was done so that
containers loaded with spurious notes that were to
arrive in Indian ports which could have affected our
currency value.

3. Already we have been made aware of
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reporting to authorities if any "bag or item" lying
around without ownership (Unfortunately, many of
us are of the habit of throwing the garbage and not
placing them inside the bin provided for the same).

4. Infiltration or migration by foreigners is a
menace and is going to affect our future generation.
Many Bangladeshis, Pakistanis have already entered
our Country. Unfortunately, they do look like us and
speak our language too.

Unless our border control and immigration
authorities are free from being bribed or coerced,
this activity is not going to stop.

We have to increase the salary of our people in
uniform to meet the salary of a private company
employee and continue his amenities so that he will
think twice before going the wrong way. The
punishment for such person should be effective and
severe.

The problem that most  Indian face that they are
engrossed and busy working to meet their day-to-
day need. When one agrees to be a witness, he is
made to go to court and police station during
daytime when he has to earn his Iving.

The half truth spread by social media and the
politicians trying to displace the ruling party does
not increase confidence in common Man-as he
knows nothing constructive is going to happen in
his life.

The awareness of "MY INDIA, MY COUNTRY, MY
NATION" will only enter the mind of lower class and
middle class people if they are heard and kept in
loop in action taken and the authorities show
courtesy to them that they care for them.

It is a vision, and you as a civillan; can make the
younger generation think they are a part of the
Country called Bharat.

Shri Ruchir Bansal by profession a Chartered
Accountant, is part of a group of people who have

started physical Training of slum children,
capabilities in Taiichi, Taekwondo etc., and has
started knowledge improvement also in education.

Shri Sidharth Rasthogi, an author now, a CEO of
an Investment company, is a man who has dedicated
part of his daily life to educate lower middle class
people, educating their children and ensuring
national awareness is infused in the lives of kids.

Swami Brahmavidananda, an ex Chief Engineer
on board Indian Naval vessel, who has adopted a
life of Sanyasi, is a promoter of Sanatana Dharma,
giving lectures on Bhagavat Gita, Upanishad etc.
More than this, he is also starting an Institution
where elders and youngsters can learn about
Sanatana Dharma and being Indian by action.

South Indian Education Society in King's Circle,
Mumbai, where I had my schooling, has turned into
a lotus for education. It has now spread its wings
with SIES College of Arts & Science, SIES College of
Commerce, SIES College for Management Studies
and a school where children live in gurukulavasa and
also learn contemporary subjects along with
Sanskrit, Vedas etc. The other wing is
Shanmukhananda Fine Arts and Sangeeta Sabha
which has its own Music College.

Dr. V. Shankar, a Chartered Accountant by
education, is an entrepruener. It is his will and
dedication that has brought this Institution to stand
tall. He has ensured that failing institutions like Tamil
Sangham and North Bombay School (now named
as Abdul Kalam School) are managed well and the
children in the area are educated.

Education, health, character having these
qualities - make you follow the culture of living a
life contributing to the Society to your capacity.

Being aware of your surroundings and
environment make you take care of your Country's
welfare.

Writer : A Merchant Navy Communication Officer who participated in Indo-Pak war of 1971 along with
Indian Navy and also too part in second world war
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Chakram village is located near Balurghat ,the

district town of South Dinajpur. Churka Murmu, a

patriot, was born in this village on July 2, 1951.

Churka was the child of a poor Santal family. Father

Khela Murmu and mother Sumi Hansda arranged

their son's education with great difficulty. After

completion his primary education, he was admitted

to the fifth standard in the local Balurghat

Jaychandlal Pragati Vidyachakra. He was also loved

by school teachers for his quiet, modest nature.

Churka was associated with various philanthropic

works during his student life. At this time, he come

to the contact of swayamsevaks and  started a

Shakha of Rastriya swayamsevak Sangha in his

village and he  learned the lesson of patriotism

there.

August 18, 1971 was a memorable day in the

history of South Dinajpur. At this time, a fight started

between the Liberation Army of Bangladesh and the

Khansena of Pakistan. The wave of war also hit the

border of South Dinajpur. On August 18, Pak forces

  CHURKA MURMU
The Great Soldier Without Uniform

                                                  

Shri Sadhan kumar paul
entered Chakkalu village on the border of Balurghat

under the guise of Liberation Army and started

indiscriminate firing targeting another village,

Chakramprasad in order to capture the B.S.F Camp.

The people of the border area panicked at the

sound of sudden gunshots. The frightened villagers

started to flee leaving their houses, cows and goats.

At that time, no one had the courage to convey the

news to the border guarding forces about the entry

of Pak Army. Churka was then a twelfth class student

of Balurghat Pragati Binachakra. But he decided to

convey the news to the BSF camp as soon as

possible. Churka as he inspired by the lesson of

patriotism, reassures the villagers and relayed the

news to the local BSF Camp.

There were only four or five soldiers in the border

camp and dealing with the Pak Army with such a

small number of soldiers was a difficult  matter.

Meanwhile, it was also impossible to remain silent

in that situation. There was  no sufficient jawan to

carry the ammunition box. Hence, 20-year-old brave
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youth Churka committed for his motherland and

decided he would not leave even one inch of his

motherland to the enemy. Churka reassured the

border guards and said, 'I am a Santal youth and I

will have no difficulty in carrying the heavy box of

ammunition.' If the Khansenas are not expelled

immediately, they will occupy the  territory of our

country.

Churka immediately led   the jawans along with

his two friends with great bravery and carryed the

box of ammunition. Two friends brought the jawans

from the north side of the village with rifle cartridges

on their heads. And Churka brought other jawans

with boxes of bullets from the southern end of that

village. They soon reached a pond near the jute field.

The Indian soldiers lay down behind the jute trees

and prepared their rifles to fire. Churka tried to help

the jawans by crawling away with the box of

ammunition. But after seeing the signals of the

Khansena, the BSF jawans realized that all were lost.

The Khansenas  attacked the camp in hiding behind

the bushes. As there was no way to escape, ultimatly

the BSF Jawans surrendered to khansenas raising

their hands. Churka’s other companions escaped

away. Churka could have done the same, but he

didn’t do so. Therefore he tried to protect the honor

of the country as long as he is alive . Churka

understood that if the box of bullets fell into the

hands of the Khansena, those bullets would enter

into  the chest of his countrymen.

He entered into the jute field with the boxes of
ammunitions and by crawling he started to drag the
ammo boxes into the water. However, the end was
not saved. While dropping the last box, Churka
suddenly triped and fell into the water. At that time
hearing the sound, the Khansenas perked up like a
cunning hunter and started firing. Churka's body was
completely riddled with bullets and his life went out.
But that box of ammunition did not go into the
hands of the Khansena. The great patriot Churka
sacrificed himself in front of the guns and bayonets
of the Pak Army to save his motherland. The feeling
of Patriotism inspired him to protect his motherlend
and he dedicated for this noble work.

The Indo-Pak war of 1971 ended and the birth of
independent Bangladesh raised. Along with
countless Indian soldiers, this brave youth of Churka
also carried a heroic death. A bright example of
patriotism and duty was left before the people of
the country. Veer Kishore Churka proved how a man
can do with courage and patriotism.

If you go to Chakram village in South Dinajpur,
West Bengal  you may see the Churka’s  sacrifice
memorial altar. On August 18 of every year self-
sacrifice day is celebrated in a grand manner .
'Churka Murmu Smriti Samiti' has been celebrating
Churka Murmu Atma Balidan Divas since 1982 to
commemorate Churka's sacrifice (Atma Balidan)
and inspire the youngsters for Nationalism and
Patriotism. Kabbaddi and Archery competitions
were also organized in this occassion and prize mony
is awarded to the awardee.



Writer - Sri Sadhan kumar paul
Lives in Coochbehar District of  North Bengal , Teacher , Social worker, Freelance columnist, Author of

some popular books.
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The liberation struggle, popularly known as
Mukti Yudhha, that ultimately resulted in the birth
of Bangladesh as an independent nation state is a
significant chapter and an unforgettable phase not
only for the people of Bangladesh but also for the
people of India, Barak Valley and Karimganj
particularly to a great extent. Karimganj deserves a
special mention in the whole episode of
Bangladesh’s liberation struggle for number of
reasons. It was a crucial location both strategically
and from historical perspective. This small sub-
division was an important site both in terms of
providing humanitarian assistance and shelter to
the fleeing helpless citizens of Bangladesh and also
in making way for the successful military operation
of the Indian Army against the infamous Khansena
(Pakistan’s Army) which perpetrated awful atrocity
on innocent civilian Bengali population of the then
East Pakistan. Karimganj was a key location during
the liberation struggle of Bangladesh mainly for two
reasons. First it shares 147 km low lying border with
the Sylhet district of Bangladesh via Sutarkandi on

Remembering Karimganj’s Contribution to the Liberation
Struggle of Bangladesh

 Dr. Joyati Bhattacharya

the west and northwest and also the Kushiara River
serves as the boundary between Karimganj town
and Bangladesh. During the lean season, one may
just swim over the river Kushiara from Karimganj
town to reach Bangladesh on the other side of the
river bank and vice versa. People on the banks of
the river Kushiara often greet each other. But what
is more important is the linguistic affinity between
the people of Karimganj and Bangladesh. After all,
the liberation struggle of Bangladesh was all about
reinforcing the Bengali identity of Mohammedans
inhabiting the then East Pakistan. When the waves
of refugee influx started particularly from April
1971, Karimganj became the most preferred
destination of refugees given the geographical
proximity, linguistic affinity and historical backdrop
of Karimganj. Karimganj, in fact, was one of the five
sub-divisions of Sylhet district prior to the partition
of India. After the referendum was held in July 1947
to decide the fate of the then Sylhet district, the
major part of Sylhet district was transferred to East
Pakistan and only three and half thanas of Karimganj
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sub-division viz., Patharkandi (277 square miles),
Ratabari (240 square miles), a part of Karimganj (145
square miles), and Badarpur (77 square miles) were
integrated into Cachar district of Assam. Thus,
Karimganj has a long standing historical connection
with the present Sylhet district of Bangladesh which,
in fact, propelled the residents on both sides of the
border to connect emotionally during the most
trying times of liberation struggle. In no time since
the outbreak of the skirmishes between the
Pakistani army and the armless civilian residents of
East Pakistan, Karimganj became the home of three
lakh refugees. The special Control room was set up
in Karimganj to maintain strict surveillance of every
development relating to the liberation struggle. The
officers posted in the control spent day and night
away from their families, reporting each
development to higher appropriate authority.

The generals of Mukti Bahini used to maintain
contacts with the officers in the control room and
often visit the town for Bank transactions and
sharing sensitive inputs relating to war
preparedness of Mukti Bahini. Firing of guns at
night, hiding in the trench, flying of helicopters,
sound of mortar shells were everyday affair in
Karimganj during that time. People from all walks
of life felt connected emotionally and resonated to
the slogan of ‘Joy Bangla’. A number of civil society
organizations were formed to assist the helpless
people who crossed border to escape the atrocity
of dreaded Khan Sena. Besides, the arrangements
that were made by the government in schools,
refugees were even given shelter at the personal
residences amidst acute fear and anxiety among
people about the outcome of the war. Some
estimates suggest that at times, refugees from
Bangladesh outnumbered the actual inhabitants of
Karimganj sub-division. Subsequently, the emotion

that was sparked in Karimganj extended to the rest
of Barak Valley, and Mukti Yudhha became as an
important episode for the people of Barak Valley as
it was for those in Bangladesh.

The geographical, cultural and linguistic
differences between East and West Pakistan, as well
as the fact that the latter held more political and
economic power, resulted in importunate tensions
between the two regions of the newly created
Pakistan. The persistent suppression of Bengali
Muslims ultimately compelled them to liberate from
Pakistan and live with dignity in an independent
nation.  Isolated demonstrations that began since
1956 ultimately escalated into a full-fledged war in
1971. Despite sharing the same religious identity,
Bengali citizens in East Pakistan refused to coexist
any further with their Punjabi counterparts, thus
defeating Mohommad Ali Jinnah’s ‘two nation’
thesis forever. In their struggle for independence,
the people of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) set
incredible example of bravery. The entire East
Pakistan was geographically divided into number of
sectors under a commander. A contingent of
thousands of freedom fighters fought bravely
against the infamous Pak army in pursuit of
freedom.

The Indian army directly intervened in the war
in November 1971 when the Pakistan’s Air Force
encroached in the Indian air space and bombed
Amritsar and Srinagar. India retaliated immediately
and the Lieutenant General Jagjit Singh Aurora,
Commander, Eastern Command of the Indian Army,
was made in-charge of the combined forces of the
Mukti Bahini and the Indian Army, The Indian army,
however, began operations on the evening of
December 3, 1971. Since then, the Mukti Bahini and
the Indian army continued to advance into
Bangladesh, and the Pakistani army’s defeat and
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surrender appeared inevitable. International
attempts for a cease-fire failed because of the Soviet
veto at the United Nations. At last the goal was
achieved. ‘Around 93,000 Pakistani troops had
surrendered before the joint forces of the Indian
Army and the ‘Mukti Bahini’ on December 16, 1971,
which paved the way for the birth of Bangladesh.
Every year, India celebrates December 16 as Vijay
Diwas to remember its historic victory over Pakistan
in the 1971 war’ (PTI, 2022). However, the fact
remains that this achievement would not have been
realized without the support of the civilian residents
of Barak Valley, particularly Karimganj, who
unconditionally stood in solidarity with the people
of Bangladesh. Many a time, the bilateral relations
between India and Bangladesh did not remain as
pleasant as it was expected during the birth of
Bangladesh. Yet, the strategic military assistance of
the Indian army and the unfailing emotional support
of the people of Karimganj and Barak Valley per se
constitute a golden chapter of the history of both
the nations. India’s contribution in the liberation of

Bangladesh is an episode that cannot be obliterated
by time. Unfortunately, not enough effort was made
on the Indian side to document the role of the
civilians of Barak Valley in the process of the creation
of Bangladesh. Many of those who witnessed the
conflict and played an active role in it in various
capacities are either too old or no longer alive. But
documentation was vital not just in terms of facts
and history but also to demonstrate to the posterity
the fact that how humanitarian support of armless
citizens may become a key catalyst for the downfall
of a state and its mighty army.

Reference:
PTI. (2022, December 16). Martyrs of Bangladesh

Liberation War remembered in border town of
Assam. https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/ india/
martyrs-of-bangladesh-liberation-war-remembered
-in-border-town-of-assam-2022-12-16-831696
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In the intricate web of modern geopolitics,
national security stands as a cornerstone,
underpinning the stability and prosperity of nations.
This concept, far from being static, evolves
continually, adapting to the changing contours of
threats and the ever-shifting landscape of
international relations. At its core, national security
encompasses the measures taken by a state to
protect its citizens, economy, and institutions from
harm. These measures span a vast array of domains,
from military and intelligence to cyber security and
public health. National security, in its broadest
sense, is about creating a safe and stable
environment in which citizens can thrive. It requires
a holistic approach that integrates military strength,
technological prowess, economic resilience, and
social cohesion. As the nature of threats evolves,
so too must the strategies and policies that underpin
national security. Ultimately, the goal is to protect
not just the state, but the principles and way of life
that define a nation.

Thus, National security is a complex and
multifaceted endeavor that extends beyond the

National Security and the Contribution of the People of
Barak Valley in the Bangladesh Liberation War

Dr. Debotosh Chakraborty

capabilities of armed forces alone. While soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and marines are on the front lines,
civilians play a pivotal role in bolstering these efforts,
ensuring a robust and comprehensive defense
strategy. The symbiotic relationship between
civilians and the military is essential for safeguarding
a nation’s sovereignty, stability, and prosperity.

One of the most significant contributions that
civilians can make is through community support
and boosting the morale of the armed forces. This
can be as simple as expressing gratitude,
participating in support rallies, or volunteering with
organizations that provide services to military
personnel and their families. Such gestures foster a
sense of appreciation and belonging, which is crucial
for the psychological well-being of service members.
Civilians often work alongside the military in disaster
response and humanitarian aid missions. Whether
it’s natural disasters or humanitarian crisis, civilian
agencies and non-government organizations (NGOs)
frequently collaborate with the armed forces to
deliver aid, provide medical care, and rebuild
communities. This partnership not only enhances
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the effectiveness of relief efforts but also
strengthens the military’s capability to operate in
diverse and challenging environments. A similar
situation occurred during the Bangladesh Liberation
War in 1971, when the people of the Barak Valley
in Assam set a remarkable example by extending
their full support to the people of Bangladesh. This
untiring support significantly boosted the morale
of both the defense forces and the Mukti Bahini
fighters. The collaboration between local
populations and military forces during such times
of crisis highlights the importance of solidarity and
cooperation. By uniting their efforts, they not only
address immediate needs but also build lasting
bonds of resilience and mutual trust, essential for
overcoming future challenges.
Role of Civilians of Barak Valley in National Security
and Humanitarian Crisis during Bangladesh
Liberation War 1971 :

The Partition of India in 1947 was a monumental
event that dramatically reshaped the political,
social, and cultural landscape of the Indian
subcontinent. Among the numerous significant
occurrences during this period, the Sylhet
Referendum holds particular importance for the
Barak Valley region of India. Historically, Barak Valley,
along with Sylhet, was known as the ‘Surma Valley.’
However, the Sylhet Referendum, held on July 6,
1947, led to Sylhet being incorporated into East
Bengal (now Bangladesh), with the exception of a
few enclaves like Ratabari and Karimganj, which
remained part of India and were integrated into
Assam. Following the Referendum, the demarcation
of the international boundary based on the Radcliffe
Commission’s recommendations resulted in the
Barak Valley, comprising Karimganj, Hailakandi, and
Cachar, becoming a part of India.  The aftermath of
the Partition and the Referendum had profound

implications for the people of the Barak Valley. It
led to significant demographic shifts, with large-
scale migrations and the accompanying social and
economic upheavals. The new boundaries altered
trade routes, cultural exchanges, and administrative
ties, creating both challenges and opportunities for
the residents. Despite these disruptions, the Barak
Valley emerged as a vibrant region within Assam,
characterized by its unique blend of cultures and
traditions that reflect its complex historical legacy.

The Bangladesh Liberation War, which
culminated in the independence of Bangladesh from
Pakistan in 1971, was a complex and multifaceted
conflict driven by historical, political, economic, and
cultural factors. From the outset, East Pakistan felt
marginalized by the Pakistan Government, which
was dominated by politicians and bureaucrats from
West Pakistan. The political disenfranchisement of
East Pakistan was exacerbated by the fact that,
despite having a larger population, it received fewer
resources and had little representation in national
politics. This sense of political alienation was a major
factor that sowed the seeds of discontent among
the people of East Pakistan. Besides, the imposition
of Urdu as the sole national language by the central
government was seen as an attempt to undermine
Bengali culture and identity. This linguistic
suppression led to widespread protests and the
Language Movement of the early 1950s, which
became a symbol of Bengali resistance against West
Pakistani dominance. The situation resistance
reached its height in March 1971, when the
Pakistani military launched a brutal crackdown on
political activists, students, and the civilian
population in East Pakistan. This military operation,
known as Operation Searchlight, aimed to suppress
the growing independence movement but instead
intensified the resolve of the Bengali people to fight
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for their freedom. In response to the atrocities
committed by the Pakistani military, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman declared the independence of Bangladesh
on March 26, 1971. This declaration marked the
beginning of a nine-month-long war of liberation,
during which the Mukti Bahini (Liberation Army)
fought against Pakistani forces. The war witnessed
significant human rights violations, including mass
killings and widespread atrocities, which garnered
international attention and support for the Bengali
cause.

The Bangladesh Liberation War eventually led to
India’s involvement, with both military forces and
civilians from the Barak Valley joining the rescue
efforts. In this regard, Shahid Kader Chowdhury
(2024) provided an extensive account of the
assistance offered by the people of Barak Valley
when refugees began arriving in early April 1971.
At first, the Karimganj district providing shelter and
support to 300,000 refugees who crossed the
border during these tumultuous times. Areas such
as Nilambazar, Kaliganj, Achimganj, Latu, Mahisasan,
and Sutarkandi were inundated with refugees.
Initially, the refugees were concentrated in
Karimganj but later sought refuge in Silchar,
Hailakandi, and Badarpur. Local schools and colleges
served as the initial shelters for the refugees.
Despite insufficient government assistance at first,
the people of Barak Valley did not wait for official
aid; they welcomed the East Bengal refugees into
their homes. Refugees found shelter not only in
educational institutions but also in local residences.
Residents established transit camps at the border
and actively supported the refugees. Relief efforts
began throughout the Valley, with the most
significant and influential initiatives spearheaded by
the Silchar Municipal Corporation. Influential
citizens of Silchar came together to form the

‘Bangladesh Sahayata Samiti’ to aid the refugees.
At the initial stage, temporary relief camps were
established in various institutions, including
Government Girl School, Normal School, G.C.
College, Cachar College, Narasimha Boy’s School,
and Cachar High School. The Red Cross played a
significant role in implementing health
improvement measures among the refugees. Large
camps were also set up in Swadeshi School and
Dinanath Naba Kishore Girl’s School, where political
refugees found shelter. Along with the Municipal
employees, numerous organizations contributed to
the cause of the liberation war in various capacities.
These included the Primary School Sikshak
Sammilani, CRU, India Medical Association (Silchar
branch), Cachar Club, Cachar Lawyer’s Association,
and hundred other groups over. Initially, the number
of refugees in Silchar was relatively low, prompting
these organizations to extend their relief efforts to
Karmganj. They provided aid and materials primarily
to the transit camps in Latu, Patharkandi,
Sutarkandi, and Mahisasan. Moreover, these
organizations coordinated to ensure the smooth
distribution of resources and support services.
Volunteers worked tirelessly to address the
immediate needs of the refugees, providing food,
clothing, and medical care. Their collaborative
efforts significantly alleviated the plight of those
affected, showcasing the spirit of solidarity and
humanitarianism prevalent in Barak Valley during
this crisis period.

Chowdhury further stated that starting from May
1971, waves of refugees began arriving in Silchar.
Similar relief efforts were implemented in
Karimganj, Hailakandi, and Badarpur. He added that
on April 1, 1971, prominent citizens of Karimganj
formed the Karimganj Bangladesh Relief
Committee. This committee distributed leaflets
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among the general populace, urging them to assist
the refugees. The Karimganj Merchant Association
was the first organization in Cachar to extend
comprehensive support. In early April, as thousands
entered Karimganj through Latu, Mahisasan, and
Sutarkandi, the Merchant Association established
a temporary camp at the Sutarkandi border,
providing food to the incoming refugees. The Cachar
Sikshak Sammilani, along with the Karimganj and
Hailakandi branches of the State Electricity
Department, donated one day’s salary to aid relief
efforts. Moreover, hartals and strikes were
organized across the Barak Valley to protest the
atrocities committed by the Pakistani regime.
Chowdhury also noted that institutions like Silchar
Medical College, Karimganj Civil Hospital, Hailakandi
District Hospital, and other health centers played a
crucial role in the liberation war by treating injured
freedom fighters. In response to an appeal from
doctors, the Cachar Medical Representative
Association generously donated large quantities of
medicine free of charge. Indeed, the entire Barak
Valley witnessed a profound solidarity between
medical workers and the people of East Bengal,
forming a vital support system during this turbulent
period.

In addition to provide assistance to the refugees,
the security of the region was also a primary
concern for the Government of Assam. On October
25, 1971, the then Chief Minister, Mahendra Mohan
Choudhury, expressed his concerns on the floor of
the Assam Legislative Assembly. He highlighted that
the forces at his disposal were insufficient to fully
implement the Internal Security Scheme, as
approved by the Government of India. In response,
the government called up 5,000 additional
Homeguards for immediate deployment at strategic
areas and vital installations. The Government of

India also arranged to send additional Armed Police
battalions from outside the State to bolster security
efforts. Furthermore, the V illage Defence
Organisation was mobilized to assume security
duties throughout the State, ensuring the morale
of the civilian population remained high. Border
security measures were significantly tightened, and
vigilance was maintained to prevent the infiltration
of Pakistani agents and saboteurs. Choudhury also
raised concerns about the maintenance of a large
number of evacuees in camps near the border,
where difficult communication facilities presented
substantial challenges. Consequently, arrangements
for the supply of essential commodities, medical
assistance, and other services often fell short of
what was needed. Despite these efforts, the
enormity of the task highlighted the pressing need
for more robust infrastructure and resources to
manage the crisis effectively.

In any other part of the World, such a relentless
influx of refugees would have sparked tension and
unrest. However, the Barak Valley stood as a
remarkable exception, demonstrating an
extraordinary blend of love, cooperation, empathy,
and solidarity. The overwhelming pressure from the
refugees significantly disrupted the daily lives of the
local inhabitants. Essential services such as
sanitation, water supply, medical care, and rail
connections were severely compromised.
Additionally, there was the constant threat of
subversion and the fear of Pakistani shelling. Despite
these daunting challenges, the people of Barak
Valley embraced the thousands of refugees from
East Bengal with open hearts. What emerged during
this period was a profound union of hearts,
showcasing a rare and commendable spirit of
humanity. This era not only highlighted the
resilience of the local community but also set a
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powerful example of compassion and unity in the
face of adversity. The story of the Barak Valley is a
testament to the strength and nobility of the human
spirit, capable of rising above immense difficulties
to extend a helping hand to those in need.

To sum up, it is fair to say that the tremendous
efforts of the civilians in Barak Valley during the
Liberation War of Bangladesh stand as a remarkable
example to the World. These efforts were not solely
aimed at addressing the humanitarian crisis; they
also significantly boosted the morale of the defense
forces and established a critical line of security for
everyone involved. The massive influx of refugees
into the valley posed a serious challenge for the



Writer- Dr. Debotosh Chakraborty is a Professor of Political Science at Assam University, specializing in Political Sociology,
Research Methodology, and Border Studies. He has published extensively in national and international journals and super-

vised numerous M.Phil and Ph.D. students. Dr. Chakraborty has also presented research papers at various national and
international conferences, demonstrating his academic expertise and commitment to research.

Government, but the combined efforts of
governmental and non-Government organizations
helped alleviate this pressure. In essence, the
people of Barak Valley provided a vital second line
of defense, showcasing their unwavering
commitment and resilience. Their actions during
this period will undoubtedly inspire the future
generations to stand resolutely for national causes,
demonstrating that unity and collective effort can
overcome even the most daunting challenges. The
legacy of their contributions continues to serve as
a testament to the power of community spirit and
the impact of dedicated civic engagement in times
of crisis.
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Nestled in the easternmost reaches of India,
Walong stands as a sentinel on the banks of the
Lohit River, a silent testament to the bravery and
resilience of those who defended its soil during the
1962 Indo-China War. This small town in Anjaw
district, Arunachal Pradesh, located just 35
kilometers south of the India-China Line of Actual
Control (LAC) at Kaho Pass, was the site of one of
the bloodiest battles of the conflict. Here, the Indian
Army, supported by local civilians, stood firm against
overwhelming odds, halting the advance of the
Chinese forces and etching the name of Walong in
the annals of history.

The Strategic Importance of Walong: Walong’s
strategic significance cannot be overstated. It is not
just the easternmost town in mainland India but
also a crucial point in the defense network along
the India-China border. Situated 20 kilometers south
of Kibithu and 60 kilometers west of Diphu Pass near
the India-China-Myanmar tri-junction, Walong lies
at an altitude of 1094 meters above mean sea level.
This high-altitude terrain made it a critical defense
point during the 1962 conflict, offering a vantage

Walong Will Never Fall Down
The Civilian Contribution to Border Security during the

1962 Indo-China War

Shri Bickey Prasad

point for monitoring and controlling movements
across the border.

The Battle of Walong: A Testament to Tenacity
In his book, “1962 War: Operations in the

Walong Sector (A View from the Other Side of the
Hill),” Major General GG Dwivedi (Retd) and Major
General PJS Sandhu (Retd) provide a detailed
account of the fierce battles that took place in this
region. The Chinese forces, aiming to capture
Walong, launched numerous assaults between
October 26 and October 28, 1962. Despite being
outnumbered and outgunned, the Indian troops,
including units from 4 Sikh, 6 Kumaon, 3/3 Gorkha
Rifles, and later 4 Dogras, displayed extraordinary
valor and resilience.1

The Namti Plains, where much of the battle
unfolded, became a focal point of this fierce
resistance. The Indian Army, supported by a few
artillery guns, repelled multiple Chinese attacks. The
terrain, combined with the tenacity and gallantry
of the Indian soldiers, played a crucial role in halting
the Chinese advance. As the battle raged on, the
Indian troops inflicted significant casualties on the
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Chinese forces, who came to refer to the Namti
Plains’ defensive position as the “Tiger’s Mouth”
due to its formidable nature.1 “At that time, Lt Col
C.N. Madiah (who was the CO) requested the
government for an airstrike, but no permission was
granted by the government for fear of escalation,”.
About 60-70 Chinese soldiers died in that attack and
four Indian soldiers were killed, including Vir Chakra
awardee Naik Bahadur Singh, who took over the
light machine gun (LMG) after his LMG detachment
was killed, and kept firing till he was hit in the chest.2 
Even though structural, command & logistical issues
stymied resistance, soldiers still put up heroic
defence and counterattack, says military historian
Colonel N.N. Bhatia (retd.).3On October 21, 1962 the
Chinese army attacked the McMahon ridge in the
north of Kibithu.The Chinese occupied a major
hilltop at Namti on November 14, 1962 enabling
them to dominate Walong. On November 15-16,
they carried out the final assault. The Indian forces
had to retreat due to shortage of artillery,
ammunition, ration and winter clothing. For China,
it was a pyrrhic victory as about 4,000 Chinese lost
their lives in the battle of Walong.

The Role of Civilians: Unsung Heroes of Walong-
While the heroics of the Indian Army are well-

documented, the crucial role played by the local
civilians in Walong and the Namti Plains is often
overlooked. The civilian population of this remote
region provided invaluable support to the Indian
troops, proving that patriotism and bravery are not
confined to the battlefield alone.

Logistics and Supplies: One of the most critical
contributions of the civilians was in logistics and
supply. The remote and rugged terrain of Walong
made it challenging for the Indian Army to maintain
a steady supply line. The local civilians stepped in,
providing food, water, and other essential supplies

to the troops. This support was not just limited to
providing resources; the civilians often transported
these supplies across difficult terrains, ensuring that
the soldiers did not face shortages in the heat of
the battle.

Intelligence and Reconnaissance & Morale and
Encouragement: The local population also played
a crucial role in intelligence gathering. Familiar with
the terrain and movements in the region, they
provided timely and accurate information about
Chinese troop movements and strategies. This
intelligence was invaluable for the Indian Army,
allowing them to anticipate and counter the Chinese
assaults effectively. Beyond the tangible
contributions of supplies and intelligence, the moral
support provided by the civilians was equally
significant. The unwavering support and
encouragement from the local population boosted
the morale of the Indian soldiers. Knowing that they
had the backing of the local community, the troops
were motivated to fight with even greater
determination and resolve.

The Legacy of Walong: A Symbol of Resistance
:The battle for Walong, particularly the defense of
the Namti Plains, remains one of the most
remarkable episodes of the 1962 Indo-China War.
Despite the eventual fall of Walong on November
16, 1962, after 22 days of fierce fighting, the battle
inflicted heavy casualties on the Chinese forces and
demonstrated the indomitable spirit of the Indian
Army and the local civilians. Today, the war
memorial in Walong stands as a tribute to the
bravery of those who fought and fell in defense of
their homeland. The inscription on the Wall of Fame
at the Namti Plains serves as a reminder of the
sacrifices made: “Walong will never fall down.” This
pledge, taken in honor of the fallen soldiers,



54

underscores the enduring spirit of resistance and
resilience that defines the region.

Conclusion: The Enduring Importance of Civilian
Contribution: The 1962 war in Walong is a powerful
example of the vital role that civilians can play in
national security, especially in border regions. The
local population of Walong and the Namti Plains
demonstrated that the defense of a nation is not
solely the responsibility of the armed forces.
Civilians, through their support, intelligence, and
unwavering resolve, can significantly contribute to
the security and sovereignty of their country.

As India continues to face challenges along its
borders, the legacy of Walong serves as a reminder
of the importance of civilian involvement in national
defense. The story of Walong is not just a tale of
military strategy and valor but also a testament to
the power of unity and collective effort in the face
of adversity. The spirit of Walong, where civilians

and soldiers stood shoulder to shoulder in defense
of their land, remains an inspiring example for
generations to come.
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An Introspection
Sunil Mistri

In the Indian state of Gujrat,  i llegal

encroachment  had been reported in sea coastal

area of Saurashtra and Kachcha near the fishing port

which appears to be the danger for the national

security. Quite similarly in past, religious place like

Dwarka was under such condition. For last 10 to 15

years back illegal immigrants encroached the land

in such manners. It had been a  great  concerns for

the local residents, local administration and

nationalist organizations over the years. Later it had

been noticed that over the span of 10 to 15 years

,such illegal immigrants documented their stay with

legal certificates . In coming years it was witnessed

that such illegal immigrants quarrelled with local

residents and snatched their business .Moreover

they  were seen involving themselves in the

international drugs racket, human trafficking, illegal

entrance through the national boundary and the

information to national security concerns were

being illegally transferred to the neighbor  country.

Later a collective efforts comprising of locals and

the government agency made a thorough survey in

the areas of Dwarka,Jakhau,Miyani,Harshad, Bhogal

Bet Dwarka which had been sensitive  over the years

for national security. Then after a planning to

evacuate the illegal encroachment and demolish the

illegal constructions of shops, house and other had

been worked out in 2022.

 Assuming around 1500 Crore rupees of  ( Fifteen

Hundred Crore ) property of illegal immigrant has

been demolished and cleaned or captured by the

government of Gujrat on the basis of the reports

provided by the locals, local administration and

nationalist organization to ensure the  security of

the national coastal boarder of the Indian state of

Gujrat which was a commendable efforts to give a

heavy jolts  to the illegal  immigrants.



Saha Sanjojak, Seema Jagaran Mancha, Gujrat State.
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Military Headquarter 
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ANNUAL CALANDER  PROGRAM OF SEEMANTA CHETANA MANCHA PURVOTTOR :

 Foundation Day Celebration (Pratista Diwas)
In the tithi of Ram Navami , 1985 Seema Jagaran Mancha had been formed at Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Hence,

every year Foundation Day (Pratista Diwas)  is selebrated in international border districts.
 Raksha Bandhan

Raksha Bandhan Festival was celebrated on 30th August, 2023 by the karyakartas of Seemanta Chetana
Mancha Purvottar , with the personnels belonging to BSF, CRPF & Assam Police at 120 locations. Following
records is mentioned below.

Frontier  Sector    Company   BOP     other Camp   Jawan   Rakhi    Patrak    Total Tolly   Total Karyokarta
H.Q.    HQ HQ
04    06 25    60         38                  4022      6611      3664      68                 804
 Shastra Pujon

 Weapons or Shastra  have been used for many purposes in human life. “Shastra Pujan” signifies that we
keep our weapons away from the power of ego and possess these with the wisdom and virtues. On the
auspicious day of Vijaya Dashami, various units of Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar performed “Shastra
Pujan” in different locations of Assam.
 Desh Bhakti Samabesh

on the Birth Day of BIR LACHIT BORPHUKAN
On 24th nov, 2023 Desh Bakhti Samabesh celebrated by Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar on the

occasion of 400th Birth Anniversary of BIR LACHIT BORPHUKAN, thr great hero of Ahom kingdom in many
districts of Assam.

He has been particularly remembered for his bravery and leadership in the battle of Saraighat.
Desh Bhakti Samabesh on the Birth Day of Raja Prithu
28th March is the historic “Mahavijay Diwas,” as Maharaja Prithu of Kamarupa, the ancient Assam, had

annihilated Bakhtiyar Khilji, a notorious Turkish invader who famed Vikramshila and Nalanda Universities.
On 28th March, 2024 Desh Bakhti Samabesh is also celebrated by Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar

in many districts of Assam.
 Republic Day Celebration – Bharat Mata Pujan

Republic Days was celebrated  in the name of Bharat Mata Pujan in various district, mahanagar, nagars
and sectors.  A special Tiranga Yatra and bike rally was also organized.

Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar
Assam State Committee,

Activity Report for the year 2023-24
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Other Activities
 World Envioronment Day

Nurture, protect, and thrive.
On the momentous occasion of World Environment Day on 5th June, Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar,

Assam State Committee, embarked a remarkable journey for harmonious coexistence between humanity
and nature.
 Yoga Diwas

Yoga Diwas is being celebrated in International Yoga Day i.e. 21st June every year. On the occasion of
International Yoga Divas, His Excellency Professor Jagdish Mukhi, Hon’ble Governor of Assam wished Seemata
Chetana Mannch Purvottar Karjyakarta
 Kargil Vijoy Diwas

Kargil Vijoy was celebrated on 26th July, 2023 by hoisting our organizational Flag in various district,
mahanagar, nagars and sectors in order to tribute for the brave Indian soldiers who made the ultimate
sacrifice for their country, its land, and its people.
 Akhand Bharat Sankalpa Diwas and 77 th Independence day Celebration

Ahanda Bharat Sankalpa Diwas celebrated on 14th Aguest in every year through various programs followed
by  Independence Day (15th August) with special Triranga Yatra.
  Pre-recruitmentCoachingCamp

5 Days Residential Camp in Dhubri District was held from 6th Jan to 10th January 2024 at Chilarai Stadium,
Golokganj Dhubri District in presence of Dr Binita Bhagawati, State President Assam, Sri Debasish Dutta,
State General Secretary,  Sri Hemanta Kr Roy, President Dhubri District. Sri Jogen Ray Organising Secretary
Assam State. All total 115 girls were participating in this camp.
 Vijoy Diwas Celebration

India celebrates 16thDecember as  VIJAY DIWAS every  year  to commemorate India’s victory over Pakistan
in 1971 Indo- Pak war. The nation  celebrating 50 years of war as “ SWARNIM VIJAY DIWAS”.  On this day in
1971 the Chief of Pakistan forces, Gen. A A khan Niazi, along with 93000 troops, surrendered unconditionally
before our motherland BHARAT that led to the creation of Bangladesh. The war lasted for 14 days and it is
one of the biggest victory against Pakistan. Therefore, on 16th December 2023  SEEMANTA CHETANA
MANCHA PURVOTTAR along with its border district celebrated  SWARNIM VIJAY DIWAS to pay homage to
all the soldiers who devoted their life for our motherland.
 Beer Baal Diwas

Seemanta Chetna Manch Purvottar organized the ‘Veer Bal Diwas’ in various places across the state on
26/12/2023 in remembrance of Sahibzade Baba Jorawar Singh Ji, and Baba Fateh Singh Ji, who were executed
by Aurangzeb and his Mughal Army .
 Depawali Karjakram with Jwan

Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar, is pleased to organize Deepawali in each BOP every year.
 Paribesh Chetana Diwas 2023(16th Feb)

On the auspicious day of birth anniversary of Bir Chilarai, the organation observe the day as Paribesh
Chetana Diwas by organizing Awareness program, Plantation, Swachataabhiyan etc.
  Vasanta Utsav

Vasanta Utsav’23 was organized by Kachar and Karimgang district in international border area.
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Organisational Activity
The following are the organisational activites -
One day gaon samiti & ward samiti meeting, purnanga committee gathan, future program planning,

Gotibivhi & Swabalamban  planning, Prashikhan Barga etc.
 Dist. Karjakarta Prashikhan Barga

Two days Karyakarta Prashikshan Barg at Biskhowa, Dhubri, from 29th to 30th April 2023 and 3 days
Prashikhan Barga at Vivekananda Kendra Vidyalaya Ramnagar Silchar from 9th June to 11th June, 2023
were held.
 Seemanta Milan

Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar Cachar district committee organized “Seemanta Milan 2023” at
Boleswar H.S.School, Jalalpur on 9th july 23. The program was attended by the members of the State
Committee, District Committee, Silchar Nagar and sector Committee and all Gram committee. Mr Rakesh
Kumar, Company Commander (BSF) grace the event as chief guest and distributed the certificate to the 75
athletes from border areas who participated in kreeda Mahotsav’23 in Guwahati.

Milan and Sapat Grahan Anusthan of Guwahati Mahanagar Samiti of Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar
held in Seemanta Bahumukhi Prakalpa, Sankardev Nagar (Adinggiri) on 9th April 2023, at 11 AM.
 District Annual Convention

District Convention organized in 9 District and 4 Sahayak Nagar Committees in connection with the Assam
State Convention.
  Seemanta PrashikhianVarga–2023, 2024

Seemanta Prashikshan Barg-23 from 3rd July to 8th July and from 8th to 13th February, 2024 were held
at Scholar’s Institute of technology and Management (SITM),Guwahati, Assam. Total participants were 78
(Male 50 and female 28), 46 (Male 36 and female 10) respectively.
 Assam State Half Yearly Convention

Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar Assam State conducted Half Yearly Convention on 3rd and 4th
February 2024 at Vasudev Kalyan trust auditorium, North Lakhimpur. The delegates from all the International
border districts were present in this Convention.
 Pataka Diwas

Our organizational flag was kept hosted before 7 days of state convention till the closing sesion. On 23rd
July, 2023 PATAKA DIWAS was celebrated  by hoisting our organizational Flag in various district, mahanagar,
nagars and sectors.
  Assam State Annual Convention

Two-days annual convention of Seemanta Chetana Manch Purvottor, Assam state committee was  held
at the District Library auditorium of Dhubri from 29th and 30th July’2023. The convention started with the
hoisting of the organizational flag at the district library premises. In this opening session the souvenir
named Seemanta’23 was open by Shri A. Gopalakrishnan Ji, the national co-convenor of Seema Jagaran
Manch. In his speech, he mentioned that the organization has conducted annual convetion every year to
determine the future course of action to serve our motherland.
 AKHIL BHARATIYA BHARAT BHUTAN BORDER BAITHAK

Two Days Akhil Bharatiya Baithak of International Border was held from 25th to 26th Nov, 2023 at SIRD
Kahikuchi campus, Guwahati.
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  Nagarik Sabha
Moments of karyakartas Baithak and Nagarik Sabha organised by Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar,

Mankachar District on 17th May 2023 at Hatsingimari Auditorium Hall. Akhil Bharatiya Samyojok Mananiya
A.Gopalakrishnan Ji had given probodhan on National Security, Border Security and Roles of Civilians had
motivated and influenced the youth, Public and Karyakartas.
  Sewa Activities

Free Medical Camp
On 23/04/23 Seemanta Chetana Mancha Cachar District arranged a free medical camp at Kinnokhal Sector

at the premises of Kinnokhal HS School nearest to Indo Bangladesh border. 321 poor local people were
examined and accordingly received medicine.

 Free Medical Diagnosis And Checkup Camp
On 25th June,2023 Dhubri Nagar Committee of Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar had organised a

free medical diagnosis and checkup camp in association with Subham Hospital and Diagnostic
Centre,Coochbehar in Seemanta Bhawan and also distributed free medicines.
 Special Activities

Seminar  On “Seema Ke Vishay Par Charcha”
On 07/ 07/ 23 “Seema Ke Vishay Par Charcha” organized by National Institute of Border Studies(NIBS)

under the aegis of Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar at Jyotichitrabon, Guwahati. The program was
graced by Hon’ble Governor of Assam Shri Gulab Chand Kataria.

An interactive session with teachers and other guests was highly appreciated and thus bringing the program
to a successful end.
 Sarhahd Ko Swaranjali In Kokrajhar

“SARHAD KO SWARANJALI “ a cultural program was organized at Biskhowa (Indo Bangladesh Border
village) of Kokrajhar District to pay tribute to the International Border of Assam on 1st April 2023 at Boshgaon
Field, Soraibil, BTR, Assam.
  Seemata Kreeda Mohotsav

Seemanta Kreeda Mahotsav”24 was held in Sarusajai Stadium, Guwahati from 31st March to 2nd April,
2024.Participants from 9 border districts of Assam took part in that event. To select the players for  that
state level competitions,  district level competitions were conducted in 9 border districts. Total 700 nos. of
players, winner of the district level competition took part in the Seema Kreeda Mohotsav’24 and the
national player P.T. Usha Mohodoya was present in this event and awarded merit and participation
certificates to the players.
 Meeting With Border Area Development And Protection Department

Another very important meeting was held with Border Area Development and Protection department
represented by Sri GD Tripathi, IAS, Commissioner & Secretary, Smt Prabhati Thousen, ACS, Secretary and
Sri Vivek Shyam, ACS, Under Secretary of the department. Mananiya Sri Pradeepan ji, Akhil Bharatiya Saha
Sanyojak, Seema Jagaran Manch, Sri Pradeep Kumar, IPS (Retd) and Sri Debojit Goswami attended the
meeting representing Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar..This meeting too was equally successful and
a decision was taken to actively engage us in all areas of activities of the Border Development dept from
now onwards.
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 Workshop On Mou Between Govt.Of Assam And Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar
“Workshop on MoU between Govt.of Assam and Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar”
-Productive exchange of ideas and collaboration in action, Border Protection and Development

Department and Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar office bearers engaged with Secretaries/Joint
Secretaries/ Representatives from 11(Eleven) different Departments of Govt.of Assam at the conference
Hall of Border Protection and Development Department, CM Block, Assam Secretariat which was headed
by Smti.Prabhati Thaosen,IAS, Secretary, BPDD, focusing on as a whole development of the International
Border areas by solving different issues & problems.

Mananiya Pradeepan ji, All India Co Coordination of Seemanta Chetana Manch was also present in the
Workshop.
 Publication of SCMP

On 06/ 08/ 2023 a book and Video release ceremony “ xei Pundhorota Din” at Jyotichitrabon, Guwahati,
Assam. Sri Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta, IPS, Former DGP of Assam Police, Present State Chief Information
Commissioner, Govt. of Assam, Sri Promod Kalita, Secretary, Assam Prakashan Parishad, Govt of Assam,
Smt Maromi Ojha Roy, Translator of the book were present as a Guest of Honour to grace the occasion.
 Award

On16-4-2023(Sunday) Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar, Cachar District Committee were invited to
attend the event of “Seba Award” at Rajiv Bhawan organised by *Joy Radhe Seva Samiti and Lifeline Forever
Foundation* wherein we were felicitated by “ *Certificate of Recognition* “ for our foregoing seva activities
towards society in needful moments and the Award was received by Sri Rabin Bhattacharjee, State Secretary,
SCMP and Dr. Debotosh Chakrborty, President, Cachar District Committee, SCMP alongwith with other
members.
Conclusion:

We at Seemanta Chetana Mancha Purvottar, are committed to work on securing our nations border with
active participation from its citizens particularly with the people living in the border areas.

Bharat Mata ki Jai

(Sri Debasish Dutta)
GeneralSecretary

             Assam State Committee

**********
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On the morning of October 20, 1962 China’s People’s
Liberation Army invaded India with overwhelming force
on two separate flanks – Ladakh in the west, and across
the McMahon Line in the erstwhile North-East Frontier
Agency (NEFA, now Arunachal Pradesh), in the
east.  While in the Ladakh region they did not advance
beyond the areas claimed by them as Chinese territory;
in the east the Chinese army made 100 miles advance
into civilian Indian territory almost reaching the plains
of Assam before halting just 40 miles north of the
Brahmaputra when they decided to declare unilateral
ceasefire on November 21, 1962.

During this one month of the Chinese aggression, the
Indian Army fought with unparalled valour in the most
hostile conditions. Their supreme sacrifices remain fresh
in the memory of the Indian people and in the pages of
history. And those listening to ‘Ei mere watan ke logo….
or ‘Koto Jowanor mrityu hol’ - songs that pay tribute to
the martyrs of 1962 - still cannot stop themselves from
shedding a silent tear.

However, what remains unsung are the lesser known
yet valiant tales of the many civilians who united with
the Armed forces and the civil administration during this
crisis to support the nation in its war efforts and to
safeguard their communities. While some assisted in
providing logistical support to the Armed forces, others
helped in evacuation and relief efforts, and re-
establishment of civil administration after the war.
Civilian medical volunteers helped in medical assistance

United in Adversity: Civilian Efforts in the 1962
Sino-Indian Conflict

and healthcare. Economic contributions and fundraising
support were also significant.

Unsung heroes of Arunachal
For the Indian soldiers, it was a war fought not just

against the enemy, but also against the difficult terrain
and the biting cold which they had to navigate without
sufficient warm clothes and rubber boots. Even as they
battled these odds, the local people of Arunachal came
to their aid, most importantly as porters and
guides. They helped in transporting the food and
ammunition from the airstrip to the forward locations,
often carrying 60 to 70 kg of load up the steep
mountain slopes to remote forward posts, some as
high as 13,000 to 15,000 feet. Brig J. P Dalvi, who was
commander of the Indian 7th Brigade during the war in
his book The Himalayan Blunder: The curtain raiser to
the Sino-Indian War of 1962 duly acknowledges that
their day-to-day maintenance wouldn’t have been
possible without the help of the lovable and simple
Monpas of the Kameng Division.

Later as the Chinese continued to advance further
into Indian territory, and the troops began to retreat
from many locations, common Arunachali citizens
stayed back to face the Chinese aggressors. The
Hindustan Standard, for instance, in 1963 carried a story
of courage and patriotism shown by the residents of
Kapo, a remote village in Siang division. After the Indian
Army withdrew from that region by mid November 1962
in anticipation of impending defeat, the villagers of Kapo

Dr. Anjuman Borah
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took it upon themselves to defend their village and cut
off the hanging bridge which the Chinese would have to
cross to reach the village. After three failed attempts to
reach the village, the Chinese forces finally overpowered
the local people and occupied the village. They lived
there for three days trying their best to win over the
hearts of the simple tribal people,but without success.

Group Captain M Panging Pao,retired IAF fighter
pilot who hails from Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh in an
article published in the Arunachal Times calls attention
to the contributions of the common Arunachali citizens
during the warhelping the Army and in preparing
defence infrastructure against Chinese aggression. He
narrates the exemplary tale of patriotism of Eda Moyong
of Upper Siang district of Arunachal who was posted at
the border town of Tuting as a political interpreter. In
September 1962, Moyong escorted an Assam Rifles
team to construct a strategic helipad near the India-
China border. There he fell ill, but refused to leave
without completing the mission and died between
September 20 and 28. His body, too difficult to transport,
was buried in the remote jungle.

The locals also provided retreating soldiers with food,
shelter, and at times helped them with navigating the
routes from the mountains to the evacuation points
saving many lives. One such story is recounted by Retd.
Brig.  T.K.  Gupta who was then a Captain and
Intelligence Officer with Brig. Dalvi in HQ 7 Brigade.
He narrates a stirring tale of how local villagers risked
their own safety to help him and another comrade
Maj. Nijjar escape to Tashigaon in Bhutan disguised
as Monpa porters. Uncountable such chronicles of
heroism by common Arunachali  people have
remained untold and are unknown to the wider
masses.

The Civilian Frontline at Tezpur
As tension between Indian and China continued

building up along the borders, a sleepy little town on
the north bank of river Brahmaputra - Tezpur woke up
to the grim possibility of itsfalling into Chinese hands.

By mid-1962, the presence of the defence forces in
the town had visibly grown and the local people,
including women were already being prepared for civil
defence by the Home Guards. Afterall, Tezpur was only
150 Kms away from Bomdila, the principal town of
Kameng district, and the next sizeable settlement on the
north bank of the river Brahmaputra which can be
reached after crossing NEFA. It was also the same town
which had given a rousing welcome to the Dalai Lama
in 1959 enraging the Chinese. Frantic civil defence
activities were carried out in anticipation of retribution
by the Chinese, including rifle training, mock drills of
rescue operations, preparation for air raids, and training
in nursing.

Accounts of how the common citizens of Tezpur dealt
with this looming crisis have been vividly chronicled in
Mrinal Talukdar’s book 1962, and a documentary film
Tezpur-1962 based on the book. Another edited volume
Sino-Indian Conflict: A Perspective published by the
Asomiya Club in Tezpur also picks up some of these
threads.

As these scarce resources reveal, one organization
which played a significant role was the Youth Emergency
Organization (YEO) founded by well- known playwright,
actor and director Hiren Choudhury along with youth
leader Bijit Saikia, entrepreneur Badan Lahkar, actor and
playwright Aishwarjya Kakati, journalist Pranab Singha
and others in September 1962. All members underwent
first aid training, fire fighting training and later arms
training at the Tezpur Police Reserve. At night they would
clear boulders from the under construction Tezpur-
Missamari road to make way for Army vehicles.

As the war intensified in November, they became the
most trusted aides to the civil administration and armed
forces in every possible way. Their office was visited even
by General Cariappa, Lt. Gen Manekshaw, Chief Minister
of Assam Bimala Prasad Chaliha and others higher ups
in the government and administration who encouraged
their efforts. Soon they were entrusted with the
responsibility of safeguarding many public resources
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preventing them from falling into the hands of the
Chinese. Bijit Saikia along with YEO members Kanak Bora
and Deba Prasad Nath transferred the arms and
ammunition belonging to the Tezpur police and NCC by
ferry and deposited these with the Nagaon police for
safekeeping. They also took the responsibility of
transporting several boxes of cash belonging to the NEFA
treasury to Nagaon.

After a major offensive by the Chinese during 15-16
November leading to the fall of Wolong, there was total
panic in Tezpur and the admistration orderered civilians
to be evacuated from the town. Only evacuation orders
were given, but no instructions on how and where. There
was no bridge connecting the north and south bank at
that time. Most of the common people clamoured to
the ferry ghats to cross the river by ferries and steamers
to reach Nagaon on the south bank. People with means
- the families of army and other civil officials, and the
tea garden management which were mostly British or
Scottish rushed to the Salonibari airport to take the flight
to Kolkata. The railway station too was inundated by
people trying to flee.

Everywhere there was only chaos. On orders from
the government, as part of what is known in military
parlance as the Scorched Earth Policy, the currency notes
in the bank were burnt down and the electricity and
water supply were readied to be bombed. The inmates
of the Tezpur Mental Hospital were released and so were
prisoners of the Tezpur Jail. The anarchy that ensued
was unprecedented.

By 19th November, the administrative machinery at
Tezpur had almost collapsed. The only police officials
holding fort were Superintendent of Police, Nishinath
Changkakoti (who later went on to become DGP of
Assam) along with two other Additional SPs and a Sub-
Inspector Naren Hazarika. The Deputy Commissioner Dr.
P.K. Das left the town and so had most other
administrative and police officials. A new DC Rana K.D.N
Singh had to be appointed in an emergency. He too, was
on the verge of leaving town, but was brought back by
Bijit Saikia and two others.

During this time of crisis, the YEO took it upon them
to guard the town and prevent any breach of law and
order. Even without access to any arms or ammunition
they did night patrolling in the town. There was total
blackout for three nights. Many people had left the keys
to their homes with YEO members while others did not
bother to lock their houses. Forthe few who did stay
back, the YEO members provided food and other
necessities, and most importantly a sense of assurance
that they were not alone.

Apart from the YEO, there were also other
organizations and individuals who rendered invaluable
service to the people.

One such noteworthy individual was Mahendra
Hazarika, a resident of Tezpur who was then posted in
Bomdila in NEFA. On 17th November, when Bomdila was
on the verge of falling to the Chinese, he along with two
other colleagues J. C. Bhattacharjee and Prem Dutta
helped evacuate hundreds of people from the Bomdila
hills to the plains in private vehicles and later even in
vehicles belonging to the T ibetan Khampas. On
18thNovember when he came to Tezpur for some official
work, his family was about to leave the town and
expected him to join them. He, however, refused and
went back to the foothills to join his post. Two other
colleagues, Heramba Nath and Leeladhar Dutta too
stayed back to attend to the call of duty.

Prasan Kumar Saikia, who was then working as
Assistant Manager at the District Commissioner’s
office in Tezpur stayed back took on the responsibility
of requisitioning vehicles for the army to carry them
to border areas. Every day he would commandeer 25
vehicles and send them to the Army ensuring they
had enough petrol to reach Missamari where the
troops were stationed.

A local businessman Gangaram Das provided his two
speed boats and helped hundreds of people from Tezpur
cross the river to reach the south bank. Another local
steamer company RSN also rendered service by
relentlessly plying across the river to evacuate the panic-
stricken citizens.
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Some communist leaders like Biswadev Sharma,
Purna Narayan Singha and others formed the China
Praturudhi Samiti and vowed to fight  Chinese
occupation of Assam and stayed back in Tezpur even
after it was evacuated.

In the aftermath of the aggression, Hridayananda
Agarwala, a noted filmmaker and younger brother of
Rupkonwar Jyoti Prasad Agarwala opened up much of
his family home to the nurses who came to Tezpur to
look after the injured soldiers and later even constructed
a building especially for the purpose of housing them.
Again, under the leadership of Mina Agarwala, a social
worker and wife of Kamala Prasad Agarwala, the Tezpur
Mahila Samityjumped into the war effort. The members
of the samity relentlessly knitted woollen socks, gloves
and sweaters for supplying to the soldiers at the
frontiers. Many of the women enrolled as volunteers to
care for the wounded and frostbite affected soldiers.

Promilla Barua who was the Secretary of the
Mazgaon Mahila Samiti, and also a cofounder of the
China Pratirudh Samiti  refused to leave the town when
everyone else deserted it. She stayed alone in her
house wearing her brother’s clothes and a trench
coat, carrying a gun, waiting to face the enemy.

The contribution of two medical professionals during
this crisis period are worth recounting.

Dr. Nani Ch. Bordoloi was the Superintendent of
Tezpur Mental Hospital at that time. After the inmates
of the hospital were suddenly released upon orders from
the administration, most of them had nowhere to go.
The hospital employees had also evacuated. Under such
circumstances, Dr. Bordoloi took them into his personal
care, cooked for and looked after them. His services were
later recognized and he became the only person from
Assam to receive Padma shri for his services during that
period.

Dr. Ananda Chandra Sharma, a resident of Tezpur who
was then undergoing medical studies at Assam Medical
College, Dibrugarh, could not contain himself and
travelled to Tezpur on 19 November despite being
advised against it in the face of impending danger. By
this time all doctors and medical staff had left the town.
Tezpur Civil Hospital was manned by just two cooks and
two gardeners. Seeing this situation, he took over the
responsibility of the hospital and rendered untiring
service with help from YEO volunteers till 24th November
when other doctors finally started returning. Later, he
also became part of the delegation of doctors under the
leadership of Col. Ahluwalia along with other Red Cross
volunteers to bring back the prisoners of war from
Dirang.

The financial contribution made by the people during
that crisis was also significant. In response to the
government’s appeal for donation of cash and gold,
people across the country, including Assam contributed
in overwhelming proportions. It is estimated that more
than $220 million were collected in cash for the Defence
of India Fund. 

When we talk about wars, we generally think about
the contributions made by soldiers in the battlefield. But
sometimes, even the common man ends up becoming
the hero. The 1962 Chinese aggression remains a black
episode in the history of India. However, for the common
people of Arunachal and Tezpur, the poignant memories
of the war also instantaneously prompt a sense of pride
in having rising to the occasion, of doing what it takes
and remaining undefeated in spirit even when the war
was lost. The invaluable contributions of these unsung
heroes will forever be remembered as heroic episodes
of unmatched bravery. Had it not been for them, the
pages of Assamese history might have been filled with
different stories.
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